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William Coward, Eſq; 


S IR, 


Dur Requeſt Ifir preachd 
: and then prepared the follow= +» 
ig Sermons for the. Pre; 
; "=" 1 moſt chearfully comply'd 
with the former, but not ſo willingly * 
with the latter, Large Volumes, and. 
more accurate Diſcourſes have been | 
Printed ou this Subject, by ſome whoſe * 
Performances, I myſelf, as well as 
many more -worthily value above any 
thing that T am able to preſent to the 
World, It is not from any manner of 
A2 D:/like 
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Diflike to what they have done, that J 
wave come after them, to offer any thing 
on the ſame Subject; for what can the 
Man do that cometh after the King; 
Even that which hath been already 
done. But though theſe plain Dif- 


Auditory in the Country, may not be 
* fo acceptable to the more polite Part of 
Mankind; yet theſe after Gleanings, 
may fall into the Hands of ſome Chri- 
Hians, that may not have the Advan- 
tage of the former Sheaves. Such as 
it is, I put it under your Patronage ; 
being well perſuaded of your pious De- 
ins; and leave it to your Prudence, 
in Conſultation with ſuch of my Bre- 
thren in the Miniſtry,” as you ſhall 
think fit; whether this mean Per for- 


or be Suppreſi d; if the latter, 1 ſhall 
content myſelf, that I have | T hope, ac- 
cording to my meaner Talent) endea- 
vour d to inſtruct my own People, in 
thoſe things that are neceſſary to be 


_ chooſe 


Courſes, as they were calculated for an 


mance ſhall be publiſh'd to the World, 


believed; But if you and they ſhall . 
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ebooſe the former, T ſhall joyn with 
you all, in your Prayers that the Bleſ- 
Ang of Heaven may go along with it, 
that you and I, and many more, as 
fellow Helpers to the Truth, may re- 
joice together, in the Day of our Lord 
Teſus, that We have not run in vain, 
and laboured in vain. : 
That the great Diſpoſer of all may 
render the Remainder of your Life as 
comfortable, as it is extenfrvely Uſeful, 
and that a Generation may riſe up to 
bleſs God for you; reaping the happy 
Fruits of your Love to Chriſt, and ten- 
der Care for the Welfare of Souls ; is. 
the hearty Prayer of your Servant for 


Feſvs Sake, 
W.N. 


SERMON 


J1 


SERMON IL A4 
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Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son 
is given, and the Government ſhall. 
be upon. his Shoulder; And his 
Name ſhall be called Wonderful, 
Counſellor, the Mighty God, the 


everlaſting Father, the Prince of 
Peace. J 


N theſe Words the Prophet 

gives the Reaſon why the 
| People of God, that lay 
onder many Diſcourage- 
— ments, ſhould obtain Joy 
and Gladneſs; namely, becauſe the Meſ- 
ſias ſhou'd appear, to be their Saviour, 
A 4 according 


s (JESUS CHRIST 


according to the many Promiſes, which 
God had given of him, in his Word. 
The Prophet is directed to ſpeak, as if 


the thing was already accompliſhed, to 11 

mew the Certainty of the thing; unto us c 

4 Child is born: like that Expreſſion, 0 
Rev. xviii. 2. Babylon is fallen; that is, 

it ſhall ſurely fall. In — of theſe b 

Words, 1 hall, T 

4 

Fi T2 Give you the Analy ſis * ö \ 

in general, +. t 

( 

Secondly, I ſhall I Mars of each Part « 

of the Text. 3 5A 

7 

Firſt, 1 ſhall give you. a brief Analy- 8 


ſis of the Words. 


= TL The Lord Feſus Chriſt, who is here 
called the Child born, and the Son given, is 
ſet forth in the wonderful Conſtitution of 
his Perſon, GOD MAN. | 
| (1) He is very Man, Partaker of our 
F Apuman Nature, having a true Body and 
à reaſonable Soul, a Child born, * 
Son given. He is the very Child pro * 
fied of, Chap. vii. 14. Bebold a Virgin ſhall. 
conceive and bear a. Son, and ſhall 55 bis 
Jos 
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Name Immanuel. He is ſaid to be given, 
to ſignity that he was and is the free Git. 
of God; under which Character he ſpeaks 
of himſelf, Jobn iv. 10. If thou kneweſt 
the Gift of God. And he is fo called; be- 
cauſe he is, with all his Benefits, a Fruit 
of God's free Grace, to the loſt World. 
(2.) Jeſus Chriſt is very God. Not fo. 
by Office only, but by Nature, not an 
inferior God, but, as he is here called, 
the mighty God, the everlaſting Father. 
Which Terms are the ſame that are given 
to him in the New Teſtament ; the great 
God; God bieſſ.d for ever; the only true 
God. As thele Terms are reſerred to the 
Child born, they cannot be applied to 
any on- in Heaven or Earth, but to Jeſus 
_ Chriſt alone. 3 
(3.) He is God and Man in one Per- 
ſon, He is called a Child born, to expreſs © 
his human Nature ; and the mighty God, 
to expreſs his divine Nature, Here is the 
great Myſtery of Godlineſs ; God mani- 
felt in theFleſh. The Manhood of Chriſt 
has no diſtinct and ſeparate Exiſtence rom 
the Son of God, His human Nature is 
not a Perſon of itsſelf; but ęxiſts in the 
Perſon of the Son of God. Each. Nature 
in Chriſt remains diſtin, without Mix- 
A 5 


ture 
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ture of Properties; elſe he would be neĩ- 
ther God nor Man; but he is, and ever 
will continue to be, both God and Man 
in one Perſon, Accordingly there are in 
Chriſt [as God. Man] two diſtinẽt Un- 
derſtandings, and two diſtin& Wills; one 
as God, and the other as Man; yet theſe 
are not contrary one to the other. On 
this Account, it is not at all to be won- 
der'd at, that Jeſus Chriſt ſpake of him- 
ſelf as Man, and perhaps, more frequent- 
ly fo, while he convers'd with Men, up- 
on Earth; whence we meet with ſuch Ex- 
preſſions as theſe: Math. xxvi. 39. O my 
= Father, if it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs 
Von me, nevertheleſs, not my Will, but 
= 7#hine be done. And, Jobn v. 30. I can of 
mine own ſelf do nothing, as I hear 1 
judge, and my Judgment is juſt, becauſe 1 
ek not mine own Will, but the Will of him 
that ſent me, Mark xill. 32. But of that 
Day and Hour, knoweth no Man, no not 
the Angels which are in Heaven, neither the 
Son, but the Father, This is a Proof of 
his having our very Nature, but no Ar- 
gument can be fairly drawn from thence 
that Jeſus Chriſt is not very God, equal 
with the Father in all divine Perfections. 
The union ofthe two Naturesin Chriſtis ſo 


ſtrict 
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ſtrict and intimate, that ſometimes what - - 
properly belongs to the Son of God, is 
aſcrib'd to the Son of Man, 7otn iii. 13. 
Even the Son of Man which is in N aven; 
the ſame Perſon was in Heaven, as the 
Son of God, who was then on Earth as 
the Son of Man, But the human Nature of 
Chriſt, on the Account of which he was 
the Son of Man, was not in Heaven when 
he ſpake thoſe Words. 1 | 

II. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is here de- 
ſcribed by. his Offices; which as God 
Man, and Mediator between God and 
Men, he executes as our Redeemer. 

(1.) He is here ſpoken of as King. The 
Government ſhall be upon his Shoulder. 
This is expounded by the Angel, Luke i. 
31, 32, 33. Behold thou Halt conceive in 
thy Womb, and bring forth a Son, and ſhalt 
call his Name Feſus, he ſhall be great, and 

ſhall be called the Son of the Higheſt, and 
tbe Lord God ſhall give unto him the Throne 
of bis Father David, and he ſhall reign oven 
the Houſe of Facob for ever, and of bis Kings 


dom there ſhall be no End, And when ita» .Mf 


ſaid, the Government ſhall be upon his Shoul- © 
der. It may imply, ð 4 

[I.] He ſhall be King hintf#K alone to 
manage all Affairs of his Mediatory*King- 


dom; he ſhall not give this Honour att 
__ Glory 
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— Glory into other Hands; other Kings 
ſuceeed each other; but the Government 
ſhall be ſolely upon Chriſt's Shoulder. As 
there was none in this Office before him, 
lo there ſhall be none after him nor added 
to him, 1 Tim. ii. 5. There is but one God, 
and one Mediator between God and Men, 
the Man Chriſt Feſus. 

[2.] That Jeſus Chriſt ſhall bear the 
Burden alone ; the Burden of Obedience 
and Suffering, as the Surety for his Peo- 

le, for the Honour of God, and the 
n of Men, He trode the Wine- 
preſs of the Wrath of God alone, and 
of the People, there was none with him, 
Ia. Ixiii. 3. Angels and Men were not 
equal to this great Work. But Jeſus 
Chriſt was the mighty God ; and as Me- 
diator, he was made ſtrong for his Work, 
Pſal 89. 19. 80. 17. | 

[3.] That Jeſus Chriſt ſhall bear all the 


Glory 3 all the Triumphs of the Saints 


Mall centre in him, Rev. 1. 5, 6. Unto him 
that loved us, and waſhed us from our Sins in 
his own Blood, and made us Kings and Prieſts 
wnlo God and bis Father, to him be Glory 
and Dominion for ever, Amen, Rev. 5.9. 
And they ſung à new Song ſaying, thou art 
worthy to lake the Book [of the ſecret Coun- 
ſels or God] and to ofen ihe Seals thereof, 

tor 


| 
| 
] 
| 
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far thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to ® 
God, by thy Blood, out of every Rindred 
and Tongue, and People and Nation, and 
haſt made us, unto our God, Kings and 
Prieſts, and We Hall reign on the Earth... 
And I heard the Voite of manv Angels 10und- 
about the Throne, and the living Creatures. 
and the Elders, and the Number of them. 
was ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and 
thouſands of thouſands, ſaying with a loud 
Voice, worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, 
to recetve Power and Riches and Wiſdom. _ 
and Strength and Honour and Glory end 
Bleſſing. | 

(2.). The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is here ſet 
forth as the great Prophet of his Church. 
He ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, He. 
8 - dd of God and the Power of 

od. | 


[.1.] Jeſus Chriſt was one in Eternal | 
Council with. the Father, He lay in his 


Boſom from all Eternity. He was from. 
Everlaſting, before the Mountains were 
brought forth, or before the Foundations 
of the Earth were laid ; for he was the 
Former of the Heavens and Earth, he 
mult therefore be before all; for which 
Reaſon he is called, in our Text, the E- 
verlaſting Father. 

[2.] Jeſus 


= 


WW 


He ſhews them the Father and his Will, 
Maith. xi. 27. No Man kuoweth the Son but 

WW 7the Father, neitber knoweth any Man the Fa- 
=_ zher, but the Son, and he to whom the Son 
will reveal bim. It was he that gave all 

neceſſary Counſel, by the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, to the Church, 1 Pe. i. 10, 11. 
Of which Salvalion the Prophets, have en- 
quired, and ſearched diligently, who pro- 
pbeſy d of the Grace that ſhould come unto us, 
earching what, or what manner of Time, 

E the Spirit of Chriſt, which was in them did 
= honify, when it teſtified, beforehand, the 
 Sufferings of Chriſt, and the Glory that ſhould 
follow. 


Counſel in all the Affairs of their Souls, 
and in all difficult Occurrences of Life; 
and thus he is wonderful in Counſel, as 
= well as excellent in Working. 

3) Our Text deſcribes the Lord Jeſus 
= Chriſt, as the great high Prieſt of the 
= Church. He is the Prince of Peace. When 
ke is called a Prince, it informs us, that 
he is a publick Perſon ; He is Head of the 
Body the Church ; and Head of all in 
Heaven and Earth, And when he is cal- 
9 5 | led 


T2.] Jeſus Chriſt is the Counſellor, ' as 
he reveal'd the Counſels of God to Men; 


] He gives his People all needful | 
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led the Prince of Peace; tis not only to 
inform us, that he is a, peaceful Prince; 
the true Melchiſedeck, the King of Salem, 
the King of Peace: But informs us 
[1.] That he is the great Peace Maker, 
between God and Men, Col. i. 19, 20. I. 
pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould all 
fulneſs dwell, And having made Peacethro®. 
the Blood of his Croſs ——This was done in 
the Body of bis Fleſh, through Death, ver. 
2: | 
[2.] He brings his People into an Eſtate 
of Peace with God, Rom. v. 1. Being juſti>: 
fyed by Faith, We have Peace with God, 
through cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Through 
the Fall, Men became Enemies to God, 
and that in their very Minds; and the juſt 
and holy God, the injured Majeſty of 
Heaven, cannot but be an Enemy to Men 
as Sinners, though not as his Creatures; 
But Jeſus Chriſt, as Prince of Peace; aps 
pear'd to reconcile both throughthe Blood 
of his Croſs. nd Bonk 
{ 3-] He gives ſpiritual Peace to his ſin- 
cere Diſciples, Jobn xiv. 27. Nate 1 leave 
with you, my Peace I give unto you, not as 
the World giveth, give I unto you. g 
III. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is deſcribed, 
in our Text, by his excellent Qualifica- 


tions 
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tions for the Diſcharge of his Offices. He 
is here ſaid to be Wonderful ; not only in 
the Conſtitution of his Perſon ; and in his 
Offices of Prophet, Prieſt and King ; but 
in his Relations to his People and in all his 
Acts of Grace—— Thus I have given you 
the Analylis of the Text. 

Secondly, 1 ſhall endeavour to diſplay. 
ſomething of the Glory of that great My- 
ſtery, which is contain'd in this Portion of 
Scripture; by conſidering, more at large, 
the ſeveral Expreſſions in the Text. 

And the firſt thing that preſents its ſelf 
to our Thoughts is the wonderful Conſti- 
tution of the Perſon of Our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; He is both God and Man, in one 
Perſon, a Child born, and the mighty God. 

I. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is very Man, 
partaker of the human Nature. To us a 
Child is born. He that was intended in the 
= firſt Promiſe, Gen. iii. 15. And that very 
WW Child that was to be born of a Virgin, //a. 
= vii. 14. Under this Head, four things 
may be juſt hinted. 

(1.) That the promiſed Maſſias was born. 
To ns a Child is born. He did not take our 
Nature on him, in its Perfection, as 
Adam did, who never paſs'd through the 
Weakneſſes and Difficulties of Infancy 


and 
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and Child-hood, but was formed a per- 
fect. Man at once; but Jeſus Chriſt was 
an Infant born. He had not our human 
Nature in Heaven, before he was born of 
the Virgin ; therefore it is not proper to 
ſay, that he left his Glory, when he took 
on him our Nature; he was not glorified, 
as Man, in Heaven, *till after his Reſur- 
rection; therefore it is. more proper to lay 
that he veiled his Glory with our Fleſh. 
(2.,) That he ſubmitted to be born in 
a low Condition; as may be gather'd from 
his reputed Father's Trade, and alſo from 
their offering two Turtle-Doves, or two 
young Pigeons, when they came to pre- 
ſent him to the Lord, in the Temple, 
Luke ii. 24. and he was laid in a Manger, 
Luke ii. 27. us 
(3.) That he did not take our Nature, 
as it ſtood in Adam before the Fall, but 
with the Weakneſſes and Infirmities that 
came in by the Fall, ſubje& to Poverty, 
Reproach, Shame, Hunger, Wearinels, 
Pain and Sorrow. Himſelf took our In- 
firmities; though he was perfectly free 
from the Stain of Sin. He took our fran 
Nature, though not our inf, Nature. He 
was like unta us, in all things, Sin only 


excepted, Heb, vii. 26. He was boly, - 


barmleſs, 
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barmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners. 
(4.) I now take Notice of the Manner 
of Expreſſion, which the Prophet is in- 
ſtructed to uſe; @ Child is born, He was 
ſo then, in the Purpoſe of God; and to 
aſſure them, that in the fulneſs of Time 
he ſhould be born. Accordingly We have 
now an Account of the fulfilment of this 
Propheſy, Luke ii. 10, 11. And the Ange! 
aid unto them fear not; for, behold, I bring 
you good Tidings of great Joy which ſhall be 
to all People; for unto you is born this Day, 
in the City of David, a Saviour, which is 
Chriſt the Lord, Gal. iv. 4. When the fulneſs. 
of Time was come, God ſent' forth his Son, 
made of a Woman, made under the Law, 1 
John v. 20. The Son of God is come, John i. 
14. The Word was made Fleſh and dwelt a- 
mong us. He was the Word from Eterni- 
ty ; but he was not Man from Eternity; 
but was made Fleſh, in Time, when he 
took on him our Nature. God prepared 
him a Body, Heb. x. 5. which he united 
to his divine Perſon, But We may learn 
this Truth that Chriſt is born. W 
== T[1.] From the very Place of his Birth, 
Mich. v. 2. But thou Bethlehem Epbrata, 
= though thou be little among the thouſands of 
= 7«dah, yet out of thee ſhall be come forth un- 
3 io 
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to me, that is to be Ruler in Iſrael ; whoſe. 


goings forth have been of old, fromeverlaſiings 
This is he that was to be born of the Vir- 


gin, ver. 3. and this Propheſy is apply d 


to Jeſus Chriſt, Mazth. ii. 6. 1 
[z.] We may be aſſur'd the MAeſſias is 
come, even from the Time of his Birth; 
when the Sceptre was juſt departing from 
the Tribe of Judab, Gen. xlix, 10. The 
Meſſias muſt needs be come; becauſe the 
Kingly Power is long ſince departed from 
Judab. He was to appear in the World 
when David's Houſe ſhould be very low, 
Ja. xi. 1, There ſhall come forth a Rod out 


of the Stem of Jeſſe, and a Branch fhall gras 


out of his Root. Hence he is ſaid to ſpring 


as a tender Plant out of a_dry Ground, Iſa. 
Iiul., 2. 


[3:] This may alſo be learnt from the 


very Manner of his Birth, Ja. vii. 14, A- 


Virgin ſhallconceive and bear a Son, and ſoall 
call bis Name Immanuel, This is apply'd to. 


him, Matth. i. 23. with this Addition 


which , interpreted, is Gad witb us. 
14.9 


7 


dom, Meekneſs, Humility, his Tender- 


N e may be ſure that Jeſus Chriſt 
is the very Maſſias, by his excellent Quali- 

fications for the diſcharge of the Work be-.. 
longing to each of his Offices, His Wiſ- 


neſs 
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neſs and Care of his Diſciples, 1/a. xlii. 1. 
2, 3. I have put my Spirit upon him, he ſhall 
bring forth Judgment to the Gentiles, he ſhall 
not cauſe his Voice to be heard in the Street; 
a bruiſed Reed ſhall he not break, and ſmok- 
ing Flax ſhall he not quench, *till be hath 
brought forth Judgment unto Truth This 
is apply'd to Jeſus Chriſt, Matth. xii. 18, 
19, 20. 

'[5-] This Truth is evident alſo from 
the very Doctrines that he preached. Ir 
was propheſy*d of him, Ja. Ixi. 1, 2, 3. 
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; be- 
cauſe the Lord batb appointed me to preach 
good Tidings to the Meek, [this he does as a 
Prophet ] he bath ſent me to bind up the broken 
Hearted to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, 
and the Opening. of the Priſon to them that are 
bound. Theſe he does as a King. All 
theſe, Jeſus Chriſt applies to himſelf, Luke 
iv. 18— 

[6.] That the Mz/7as is certainly come, 
may be gather'd from the Miracles that 
attended him from his Birt his Death, 
as ſo many Credentials of his Miſſion from 
Heaven, | | 

[I. At his Birth, the Night ſhin'd even 
as the Day, round about the Shepherds, 
when the Angels were diſpatch'd from 
Heaven, 


* 
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Heaven, firſt to worſhip him and then to 


bring them the joy ful News of the Saviour, 
Luke ii. g. There alſo appear'd an uncom- 


teouſneſs. Thus the Heavens witneſs'd, 
at his Birth, that God had ſent the Mz/htas 
into the World. 

2. The Miracles wrought in the Courſe 
of his Miniſtry abundantly prove the ſame, 
Luke vii. 22. Then Jeſus ſaid, go and tell 


bow that the Blind ſee, the Lame walk, the 
Lepers are cleanſed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raiſed, &c. He healed them all, Luke 


VI. 19. 2 


[3. The Wonders at his Death, con- 
firm to us, that Jeſus Chriſt is the very 


rent and the Graves were open d, and ma 

Bodies which ſlept, came ont of their Graves, 
after bis Reſurrection, and went into the ho- 
ly City, and appear'd to many, Matth. xxvii. 


dinary Eclipſe, as if Nature itſelf. could 


not bear tobehold the dreadful Tragedy of 
that Day. 


[4. Chriſt was proy*d to be the very 
Malſias, by his anſwering all the Types of 
him 


33 


mon Star, to point out the Sun of Righ- 


John what things ye have ſeen and heard, 


Meſſias, not only was the Vail of the Tem- 
ple rent, but the Earth quak'd and Rocks 


55. and the Sun hid his Face in an extraor- 


oo 
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him under the Law. He is the Brazen 
Serpent Ifted up; The great H'gh Prieſt, 
the Golden Altar; and the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the Sins of the World, 
Is. This is evident alſo from the very 
Time and Circumſtances of his Death, Daz. 
ix. 26, Aſier threeſcore and two Weeks ſhall 
Meſſias be cut off, but not for himſelf -— In 
the midſt of the Week be ſhall cauſe the Sacri- 
fice and the Oblation to ceaſe. And the very 
EK ind of his Death was alſo foretold ; his 
hanging on a Tree; as alſo their piercing 
his Hands and his Feet. And many Cir- 
cumſtances attending his Death; their giv- 
ing him Gall and Vinegar to drink; and 
their parting, his Garments and caſting 
Lots upon his Veſture, Pſal. xxii. I 
(6. His reſurrection fröm the Dead, 
God did not leave him to putrifie in the 
Grave, Pſal. xvi. 9, 10, 11. ard when he 
aſcended up to Heaven, twenty thouſand 
Angels were his Attendants: for theſe are 
all his Creatures and Servants, P/al. Ixviii. 


| Theſe with many other things, plainly 
ſhew, that the Propheſy of the AI as, is 
fulfilled in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that 
this Wonderful Child is born; he that 
ä F ſhould 


admire the Riches of divine Grace, in the 


* 
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ſhould come, is come, and We are not to 


look for another. 


(5.) We now enquire, why the promiſ- 
ed Meſſias was ſo long a coming? The 
Reaſons might be, 

[1.] That the guilty World might have 

the deeper Senſe of the general Apoſtaſy of 


of Mankind, by the Fall. God gave to 
the loſt World a long Space of Time to 


conſider what a miſerable Condition they 


had brought themſelves into. 

[2.] That fallen Man might be tho- 
roughly convinc'd how little his own Wif- 
dom or Power could contribute towards 
his own Salvation, Ja. Ixili. g. I looked Cor 
waited] and there was none to help, I won- 
dred and there was none to uphold, then mine 
own Arm brought Salvation. 

[3-] That Men might learn to ſet a due 
Value upon the great Salvation that was 
wrought out by Jeſus Chriſt, without their 
Hand and Counſel ; and to teach them-to 


Salvation of loſt Souls. A 
[4-] To teach the People of God to 
truſt his Faithfulneſs, for fulfilling. other 
Promiſes in their Seaſon : We cannot wait 
longer for any one Promiſe, than the Peo- 
ple of God did, for the Coming of the 
x IM _ © Meſias, 


a 


24 JESUS CHRIST 


Meſſias, and yet we ſee that there was a 


ſet Time for God's fufilling that Promiſe, 


Add, vii. 17. When the Time of the Promiſe 


drew nigh, Gal. iv. 4. When the Fulneſs of 
. Time was come, God ſent forth bis Son, made 

. of a Woman, made under the Law. 

16.) The Lord Jeſus Chriſt was born 
uno us, that is for us. All that he was and 
all that he did, as Mediator, was for his 


People, for their Good ; to procure their 
Salvation. It was for us, that he took our 


Nature, Heb. ii. 14. It was for us, that he 


ſet himſelf in the Place of a Surety, He 


| bore the Sins of his People, and was a 


Sin-Offering, 1 Pet. 11. 24. Who his own 


ſelf bare our Sins in bis own Body on the Tree, 


that through his Stripes We might be healed— 
It was for us, that he laid down his Life, 
Dan. ix. 26. Meſſias all be cut off, but not 
for himſelf, Ia. lili. 4. Surely be hath bors 
our Griefs, and carried our Sorrows, ver. 5. 
toy wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, and 


rulſed for our Iniquities, the Chaſtiſement of 
gur Peace was upon bim, and with bis Stripes 
we are bealed, ver. 6. The Lord laid upon 


him the Iniquity of us all. 
It was for us that he roſe from the Dead, 
as a publick Perſon, Rom. iv. 25. He was 
delivered for our Offences, and raiſed again 


for 
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forour Juſtification . And for us he enter'd in- 
to Glory, Heb. vi.20. Whither the Fore. Run- 
ner is for us entered, to prepare Manſions 
for us, John xiv. 2. J go to prepare a Plate 
for you. For us he ever lives in Heaven 
to make Interceſſion, Heb. vii. 25. Where. 
fore he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt, them 
that come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever 
lives to make Interceſſion for them. And for 
us he has all Treaſures of Grace lodged in 
him, Col. i. 19. It pleaſed the Father that 
in him fhould all Fulueſs dwell, He has an 
infinite Fulneſs of the Godhead dwelling 
in him bodily, that was not at the Pleaſure 
of the Father, for it was eſſential to his 
Nature; but there is an all fulneſs lodged 
in Jeſus Chriſt, as Mediator for us, he has 
received Gifts for Men, that he might give 
them out to his needy Followers, and this 
is what the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, John i. 16. 


of his fulneſs have we all received, and Grace 
for Grace. 

(7.) The Lord Jeſus is a Son given to 
us. Chriſt, with all his Benefits, is the 
Gift of the Father, and his own Gift to his 
People, Jobn iv. 10. F thou kneweſt the 
Gift of God, and who it is that ſpeaks to thee, 
thou wouldſt have aſked of him, and be would 
have given thee living Mater. The Lord 

| Mm Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt is given, in the general Ten- 
der of the Goſpel, to every one that will, 
Rev. xxii. 17. Whoſoever will, Tet bim come, 
und take of the Water of Life freely. And 
Jeſus Chriſt is actually given to every one 
that believes; every one that receives him, 


Py the Hand of Faith, John i. 12.45 wary 


as received him, to them gave he Power to be- 
come the Sons of God, even tothem that be- 
tieved on his Name. 


A few Words of Uſe and Application 


mall cloſe this preſent Diſcourſe, 


(1.) Here is the wonderful Goodneſs, 
and moſt amazing Condeſcenfion of God 
in Chriſt to poor fallen, loſt Man, The 
Sovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth, lefc 
the Angels that fell, to periſh eternally, 
in their deſerved Miſery ; but he provided 
and ſent the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of 
his Love, to ſeek and. to ſave the Loſt 
Seed of Abraham, This rich Grace, this 
unparalleld Condeſcenſion and matchleſs 
Love, the Pſalmiſt admires, P/al. viii. 4. 
Lord, what is Man that thou art minaful of 
Bim, or the Son of Man that thou ſhouldſt 
vifit him? The Grounds of the Admira- 
tion, are three; conſidering, 

Ci. ] Who it was that ſent the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt upon this kind Errand; It 7 

| che 
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dee injur'd Majeſty of Heaven; the juſt 
„ 9 and holy God, who might have called the 
- guilty Criminal to his Tribunal, and fen- 
d tenc'd him into Eternal Miſery. 

e WW {2.] What the Gift was} the Eternal 

„ Son of God; better than all the Creation 

y nin Heaven or on Earth. ; 

- = (3. To whom he was and is given 
X and that is to worthleſs Worms; to Sin- 


ners; to Enemies; to Rebels, 
n This is the Myſtery of divine Wifdom 
and Grace, that the Angels deſire to loek-- 
„ into; and yet we of the human Race, are 
d more concern'd therein than they. 
e 822.) What Reaſon have we to bleſs the 
fc Lord for ſending, and Jeſus Chriſt for 
coming upon this kind Errand, Zyke i. 68, 
d 69. Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael ; for be 
f 8 bath viſtted and redeemed his People, and 
ſt bath raiſed up an Horn of Salvation for us, 
in the Houfe of his Servant David, as be ſpake 
ſs by the mouth of his holy Prophets fince the 
Mord began-—To perform the Mercy 
of 8 2romiſed to our Fathers, and to remember his 
1 600% Covenant, that being deliver'd out of the 
Hands ff our Enemies, we might ſerve bim, 
wuvithout Fear, in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, 
- RY ©. che Days of our 7; x | 
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(3.) O how joyfully, how thankfully, 
ſhould every one under the Goſpel, receive 
Jeſus Chriſt into their Hearts, and open 


thoſe Everlaſting Gates, that the King of 4 
Glory may come in, P/al. xxiv. 7, 9. He | 


comes with Tidings of Salvation, with 
News of the King's free Pardon; he comes 
to preach [Deliverance to the Captives 
and actually to deliver them, he comes with 
Meſlages of Grace, to undeſerving Crea- 
tures. 

(4) Will you not take Care to gain an 
Intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt ; and ſecure a Share 
in his Redemption? What will it avail you 
to hear of this Grace of God in Chriſt, who 
he is, and what he has done, and purchaſ- 
ed, and what Treaſures of Grace are in 
him, if he is none of thine, if thou haſt 
no Relation to him, or Intereſt in him? If 
thou mayſt ſay as Balaam did; A Star ſpall 
riſe out of Jacob, and he ſhall reign over 
Iſrael, [But I ſhall have no Share in him, 
or benefit by him] 7 ſhall ſee him, but not 
mow, I ſhall behold him, but not nigh © Num, 


xxiv. 17. Our firſt Care ſhould be, to be- 


lieve in Chriſt, and then to know whom vue 


have believed, 2 Tim. i. 12. firſt to take 


hold of the Covenant, and then to be able 
t ſay, he hath made with me an everlaſting 
Covenant, 


x 
. 
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Covenant, ordered in all things and ſure, 
this is all my Salvation, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5, we 
ſhould apply to Jeſus Chriſt crucified, by 
Faith, that we may be able to ſay, Who 
loved me and gave himſelf for me, Gal. ii. 
20. This is intimated to us, in our Text. 
Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is gtu= 
en. But, Soul, canſt thou ſay he is given 
to thee ? Haſt chou laid hold of him? It 
is not enough that God has laid Help up- 
on him for us; but haſt thou laid hold of 
him for thyſelf? Didſt thou ever ac- 
ceptof Jeſus Chriſt, as the free Gift of God, 
upon Goſpel- Terms, as a whole Saviour? 
Didſt thou ever ſolemnly, ſincerely give 
up thyſelf to him? Art thou willing to 
part with all known Sin? And doſt thou 

reſt upon the perfect Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 

which he wrought out in his own Perſon, 
his Obedience and Death, as the ground of 
thy Hope of eternal Life ? Art thou wil- 
ling, in all things, to be govern'd by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, as thy Lord? and doſt thou 
long, pray and Jabour after Holineſs; and 
find an Hatred in thy Soul of every Sin ? 
Then thou mayſt conclude that Jeſus 
Chriſt is the Gift of God, and his own 
Gift, unto thee. Such may ſay, my Be- 
loved is mine and I am his, And all the 


B 2 Purchaſe 


20 JESUS CHRIST 


Purchaſe of Chriſt, and Treaſures of the 
New Covenant are yours, All things are 
yours ; for ye are Cbriſt's, 1 Cor. iii. 2 1, 
22. 


SERMON 
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SERMON II 


IS A. IX. 6. 


Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Sort 
is given; and the Government ſhall 
be upon his Shoulder; and his Name 
all be called Wonderful, Counſellor, 
the Mighty God, the everlaſtin + 
Father, the Prince of Peace. 


AM now to take into Conſideration, . 

the Divinity of our Saviour, from thole 
Words of our Text ; The mighty God, the 
gverlaſting Father. 

Firſt, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the 
Mighty God. 

I. I ſhall give you a few parallel Scrip- 
tures, where you will find the ſame Truth 
aſſerted, Tit. ii. 13, Looking for that Bleſ- 
fed Hope and the glorious Appearance of the 
great God, and | even] our Saviour Feſus 
Chrift, 1 John v. 20. We are in him tha 
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#3 true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, this is 
the True God, and Eternal Life, Rom. ix. 
5. Of whom, as concerning the Fleſh Chriſt 
came, who is cover all God bleſſed for ever, 
Acts xx. 28. Feed the Church of God, which 
be hath purchaſed with his own Blood, He 
that laid down his Life to redeem his Peo- 
ple was truely and properly God, 1 Jh 
Lil. 16. Hereby perceive We the Love of God; 
becauſe he laid down his Life for us. For 
though he could not ſuffer as God, yet his 
human Soul and Body, which were the 
Sacrifice for Sin, were in cloſe Union with 
his divine Perſon ; ſo that being God and 
Man, in one divine Perſon, he that ſuffer'd 
might truly be ſaid to be, either God or 
Man; as he often is called either the Son 
of God, or the Son of Man. To the only 
wiſe God, our Saviour, Jud. v. 24. 

IT. The Eſſential and incommunicable 
Properties of the only living and true God 
are attributed to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

(i.) He is infinite in Wiſdomand Know- 
ledge. He is the Searcher of Hearts and 
the Tryer of the Reins, John ii. 24. He 
knew what was in Man, Rev. ii. 23. I am 
be that ſcarcheth the Reins, and the Heart 
This none but God can do, Jer. xvii, 10. 
The Heart is deceitful above all things and 

deſperately 


Priſoners and Captives in Chains; prove 


the MESSIA n. 33 
deſperately wicked, wwh9 can know it? I the 
Lord ſearch the Reins aud the Heart. 
 (2.) The Lord Jeſus Chrilt is preſent 
every where, both in Heaven and Earth. 
Not as Man, or as to his Body. Once 
his Body was only on Earth. And now It 
is only in Heaven, 7 xvii, 11. And 
now, I am no more in the World. But as he 
is God, he is preſent every where, Matty. 
xxviii. 20. Lo, I am with you alway, even 
to the End of the World. 

(3.) Jeſus Chriſt is infinite in Power; 
He is Almighty, Rev. i. 8. J am Alpha 


and Oineg , the Beginning and the Ending, 


the firſt and the laſt; The Almighty, This 
agrees with the Name given to him, in our 
Text, The mighty God; and that Term 


belongs to none but to the only living and 


true God, Deut. x. 17. For the Lord your 
God, is God of Gods and Lord of Lords. 
a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, and 
there was an abſolute Neceſſity of it, in 
order to render him a compleat Saviour 
for fallen Man, if we conſider, either the 
Condirion they are all in, by Nature, thit 
he came to (ave; they were all apoſtatized 
from God; they were all under Guilt, 
Curſe and Condemnation; Enemies to God 


. 
9 
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to all Evil, and averſe to all good. Or if 
we conlider, what the Salvation is, which 
Jeſus Chriſt came to purchaſe for, and ap- 
ply to Sinners: It is the eternal Salvation 
of the Soul, from Guilt and the Power of 
Sin, and the Reſtoration of the Image of 
God upon the Soul; filling the Heart with 
grace, and fitting Men for the Service and 
joy ment of God. Theſe things required 
that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be the mighty God. 
And ſo he is mighty to ſave, Ia. Ixiii. 1. 
(4.) The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is unchange- 
able, throughout all Ages the ſame, Heb. 
j. 10, 11, 12. Thou Lord, in the Beginning 
Haſt laid the Foundation of the Earth, and 
the Heavens are the Works of thine Hands ; 
They ſhall periſh, but thou remaineſt; and they 
all hall wax old, as doth a Garment, and 
as aVeſture ſhalt thou fold them up, and they 
ſhall be changed; but thou art the ſame, and 
thy Nears ſhall not fail, Heb. xiii. 8. Jeſus 
Chrift, the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and for 
ever. That is, he is the great I AM, in 
every Age, without variableneſs, or ſhadow 
of Turning ; here's the Safety of the Seed 
of Jacob, Mal. iii. 6. 
III. The divine Works, which none but 


the mighty God can do, are attributed to 
Jeſus Chriſt, 555 


LR 


(1.) The 
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(1.) The Creation of Heaven and Earth, 
with all things that are therein, en i. 17 
In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word 


N was with God, and the Word was God, ver. 
f 3. All things were made by him, and without 
f him was not any thing made that was made, 
h Col. i. 16. By him were all things created, 
d that are in Heaven, and that are on Earth, 
d viſible and inviſible, whether they be Thrones 
J. or Dominions, or Principalities or Powers, 
all things were created by bim and for bim. 
>. All the bleſſed Angels of Light, and all 
b. the glorious and uſeful Lights of Heaven, 
8 he ſer them al] in their Places, and gave 
id them all their needful Influences, He alſo 
2 gave the Floods a Decree, to keep within 
7 their own Bounds ; ſaying hitherto ſhall ye 
Fi come, and no further, He alſo balanced 
75 the Clouds; and the Winds and Seas obey 
1 and ſerve him. 
15 (2.) Jeſus Chriſt upholds all in Heaven 
97 and on Earth, Heb. i. 3. Who being the 


in 1 Brighineſs of bis [The Father's] Glory and 


10 the expreſs Image of his Perſon, and uphold- 
d ing all things by the Word of his Power, Col. 

J. 17. And be is before all things, and by 
at Lim all things conſiſt. He upholdsthe Maſſy 
to Globe of the Earth and Waters, chat has no 


Foundation, but his own Almighty Power, 
$46 ee cn eg 
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= and all the Millions of Souls and Bodies kc 
1 kun are upon the Earth, are upheld by tl 
i im. 2 | 
A (3.) Chriſt will raiſe all the Dead out of 1 
their Graves. This is the Work of God F 
alone, Ads xxvi. 8. why ſhould it be thought a 
== &@ thing incredible with you, that God ſhould #þ 
1 raiſe the Dead? At the Voice of Chriſt 70 
= the Seas, and every Tomb ſhall bring 5 
I forth the Dead Bodys, that they had ſwal- 
Wl low'd up, ever ſince the Beginning of the _ 
World. 0 
1 (4.) The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall judge 5 
Angels and Men at the laſt Day. Though e 
© this ſhall be done by him, as Mediator, C 
= _God-Man; and belongs to his kingly Of 
= fice, As xvil. 31. God hath appointed 4 * 
= Day, wherein he will judge the World in 7 
1 Righteouſneſs, by that Man, whom be bath ( 
1 Ordained, whereof he hath given Aſſurance 7 
1 unto all Men, in that he hath raiſed him 2 
from the Dead. Yet he could not judge 
# the World, and the Secrets of the Hearts li 
of Men, if he were not very God. I 
. IV. The Lord Jcſus Chriſt is the im- t 
Wl mediate Object of divine Worſhip, and 1 
ttat none is but God alone, Pſal. xlv. 11. a 
Hie is thy Lord, and worſvip thou him, And 


if any aſk, what Worſhip is to be given Wl © 
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ro our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; we are told, 
that God the Father would have all Men 
to give the Son, the very. ſame Worſhip 
that is due to himfelf, John v. 22, 23. The 
Father judgeth no Man, but hath committed 
all Judgment unto the Son; that all Men 


ſhould honour the Son, even as they honour 


the Father. He that honoureth not the Son, 


bonoureth not the Father which ſent him. 


(1.) All ſhould pray to him, 1 Cor. i. 
2 — Unto the Church of God which is. at 
Corinth, to hem that are ſanctified in Chriſt 
Feſus, called to be Saints, with all that in 
every Place, call uten the Name of Jeſus 

 Chrift our Lord, both theirs and ours. 

(2.) He is to be believed and truſted in, 
Fohn xiv. 1. Z believe in God, believe alſo 
in me. Accordingly the very Sum of the 
Goſpel-Miniſtry, is to preach Repentance 
towards God, and Faith towards our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Acts xx. 21. | | 

(3.) It is the Duty of all to offer up 
Praiſes to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, P/a/1xxii. 
15 Daily ſhall be be praiſed. Thus I have 
taken Notice of the former of theſe two 
Expreſſions ; The mighty God; and how it 
agrees with other Texts of Scripture, _ 

Seconaly. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is alſo 
callea, the everlaſting Father, Or the Fa. 
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ther of Eternity. He was and is from ever- 
laſting to everlaſting God. He is the true 
Melchiſedeck ; without beginning of Days, 


or End of Life, Heb. vii. 3. He could ſay 


to the Jetus, before Abraham was, I an, 
John vii. 58. and doubtleſs he referred 
them to that Name of God, Exodus iii. 
14. I am that Tam. Explain'd, Heb. i. 
11. Thou art the ſame, and thy Years fail 
not. I ſhall now explain each of theſe 
Words. | 
I. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is called Fa- 
ther; this is not to be underſtood of the 
firſt Perſon in the Holy Trinity; but of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; the very ſame Per- 
ſon that is called a Child born, and a Son 
zven ; and there are many Reaſons to be 
offer d, why Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be called 
Father; : 

(1.) With Regard to all the Creatures, 

in common, both in Heaven and Earth, 
[I.] As he gave Being to them all, 
Mal. ii. 10. Have we not all one Father ; 
hath not one God created us? The Creator 
of all, is the common Father of all. And 
thus he is the Father of Spirits; both of 
Angels, and the Souls of Men, Heb. xii. 
9. And in the ſame Senſe all the Creatures 
are his Offſpring, As xvii. 23. * 
m 
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bim wwe live and move and have our Being, 
as certain of your own Poets have ſaid; for 


we are alſo hs Offſpring That is, God crea- 
ted us all. | | 


[2.] Jeſus Chriſt is called Father; be- 
cauſe he has an everlaſting Kingdom, and 
as Kings are, or ought to be, [and now 
and then one of them hath been ſtiled, 
Pater Patriæ, ] Fathers of their Country; 
ſo the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is tender and 
careful of all his Creatures in Heaven and 
Earth, to uphold, protect and provide 
for all; and to govern them by juſt and 
righteous Laws. 

[3.] He is a Benefactor to all his Crea- 
tures. Benefactors to their Country were 
wont to be called Fathers, Gen. xlv. 8. 
God hath made me a Father to Pharaoh, to 
provide better for him than a natural Fa- 
ther could do, 

[4.] Jeſus Chriſt is called Father; as 
he is the Author of Salvation. The firſt 
Authors or Inventers of any remarkable 
or uſeful thing, were called Fathers, ſo 
may the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Heb. v. 1. He 
became the Author of Salvation to them that 
obey bim. 

(2.) The Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be cal- 
led Father, with an Eſpecial Regard to 
his own peculiar People, [1.] They 
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II. ] They are his ſpiritual Seed; and 
of them he will ever have a Seed to ſerve 
him, 1/a. lin. 10. He ſhall ſee bis Seed; and 
a very Numerous Seed it ſhall be, P/al. 
cx. 3. Thy People ſhall be willing in the 
Day of thy Power in the Beauty of Holineſs 
from the Womb of the Morning, thou haſt 
the Dew of thy Youth. Or they ſhall be more 
than the Dew of the Morning. 

2. ] Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt is the Author 
of the New. Creature, the Author and 
Finiſher of Faith, Heb. xii. 2. But beſides 
this Believers are called Chriſt's Children, 
Jia. viii. 18. Behold I and the Children, 
which the Lord hath given me. This is the 
fame which Chrift acknowledges, - John 
xvii. 6. Thine they were, and thou gaveſt 
tbem me, and that very Propheſy is apply'd 
to Jeſus Chriſt, Feb. ii. 123 "4 
 F3:] Jeſus Chriſt, is called a Father to 
his People; becauſe he hath provided an 
eternal Inheritance for them; it is no Con- 
tradiction to ſay that the Inheritance of 
the Saints in Light was provided both | 
by the Father and the Son; for it was 
ſettled by Eternal Counſel and Compact, 
tis therefore ſaid of God the Father; 
Luke xii, 3 2. Fear not little Flock, for it is 
your Father's good Pleaſure to give you the 

| Kingdom. 
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Kingdom. Yet it is alſo the Appointment” 
and Gift of Chriſt, obn xvil. 2: Thou haſt | 
given him Power over all Fleſh, that be f 
ſhould give Eternal Life to as many as thou | 
haſt given him. 254, nl 
II. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is called, he 
Everlaſting Father, that is, who was from 1 
Everlaſt ing. No Creature in Heaven or 
Earth can poſſibly be ſo. Angels and 
Men ſhall continue to Everlaſting; but 
they were not from Everlaſting, there was 
a Time when they began to be. But Jeſus 
Chriſt is the Unmoveable Rock of Ages, 
1/4. lvii. 15. Thus ſaith the high and lofty 
one, that inhabiteth Eternity, whoſe Name 
is boly, I dwel! in the high and holy Place. 
This is apply'd ta him that was before all, 
and that created all, Pſal. xc. 2. Before 
the Muntains were brought forth, or ever 
thou hadſt formed the Earth or the World, 
e, from everlaſting to everlaſting, thou art 
n | f 
Uſ-. 1. Here's the great Myſtery of 

Godlineſs, now to be believed, and for 
ever to be adored; Here's the Wonder of 
Heaven and Earth. The Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, very God, and very Man, inone 
Perſon ; and there was a Neceſſity that he 
ſhould be fo, that he might be every way 

equal 


* 
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equal to his Work, as a Surety-with God 
tor Sinners, and a Mediator between God 
and Men, and become a mighty Saviour: 
of loſt, Sinners out of the Hands of divine 
Fuſtice, by the Price of his Obedience and: 
Death; and out of the Hands of Satan, 
by his mighty Power. : 

(1.) le was needful that Jeſus Chriſt 
- ſhould be both God and Man, in one Per- 

ſon, That he might lay his Hand upon both, 

Job ix. 33. Being very God, the Intereſt 
of God is his own : for though he is very 
Man, yet he is God's Fellow; or God's 
Equal, Zecb. xiii. 7. Awake, O Sword of 
the Lord, a gainſt my Shepherd ; againſt the 
Man that is my Fella. As Man, he is not 
God's Fellow ; ſa the Father is greater 
than he; but as God, he is equal with 
the Father, in all divine, and incommuni- WR 
cable Perfections; and being very Man, YN 
the Intereſt of Men is his own, being very 
God, he is poſſeſſed of all the Power, 
Authority and Grace that his People need 
him to be; Col. ii. 9. The Fulneſs of the 
Godbead dwells in bim bodily. And an All- 
fulneſs, is lodg'd in him for the Service of 
his People, Col. i. 19. 1t pleaſed the Father 
that in him /hould all Fulneſs dwell. 
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The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, being God- 
Man, was the only fit Perſon, in Heaven 


ku or Earth, for this great Undertaking z an 
nc i Angel, being buta Creature, was too low 
"2 BW totreat with the moſt high God, for Men: 
an, t This would have been a very unequal. 
„Match; a Creature with the Creator; 
ſt = finite with Infinite, and an Angel would 
er- have been too high to have treated with 
% Men for God; but Jeſus Chriſt being 
ell both very God and very Man, was the 
er only fit Perſon to be Mediator between 
1's Bl God and Men. 
of | (2.) It was needful that the Lord Jeſus 
a Chriſt ſhould be both God and Man, in 
not one Perſon : He muſt be Man, that he 
iter might Obey and die for Sinners; and he 
vith muſt be God, that the Divinity might 
uni: give Value to his Obedience and Death. 
lan, Therefore we are told, that he offer'd him- 
"ery BR / through the Eternal Spirit, Heb, ix. 24: 
Vets Had he been only Man his Obedience had 
eed been all due; therefore there had been no 
the Merit in it: for he was made under the 
All- Law, Gal. iv. 4. and- had he been only 
e Of WF God, he had been infinitely above the 
it ber 2 Law; and then alſo he would have had no 
WF Blood to ſhed; and then there had been no 
i Remiſſion, Heb. ix. 22, There could have 


been neither Obedience nor ſuffering. (3.) 


3 
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8.) Jeſus Chriſt, our Surety, muſt be 
very Man, that Satisfaction might be made 
to the Juſtice of God, in the very ſame 
Nature that had finned ; that he might 
Pay their Debts, and purchaſe their Lives, 
by his precious Blood; that is, by his O- 
bedience and Death. This is the only Way 
of obtaining Pardon of Sin, Eph. i. 7. We 
have Redemption throngh his Blood, the For- 
givencſs of Sins, according to the Riches of bis 
Grace, t Pet. i. 18, 19. Z were not re- 
dee m'd with corruptible thnigs, as Silver and 
Gold but with the precious Blood of Chiiſt, 
as of Lamb, without Blemiſh and without 
Spot. When any ſingle Soul applies to the 
Blood and Merits of Jeſus Chriſt for Par- 
don of Sin; God will ſay of that Soul; 
as he ſpake, Fob xxxili. 24. Deliver him 
from going down to the Pitt; I have found 


Chriſt, as a Surety, in the Room of his Peo- 
ple. And God finds it, as believing Souls % 
are helped to reſt upon it; and to bring it 
to God, as the Ground of their Juſtification I 
before him; and their Hope of Eternal Life, 
(4.) There was a Neceſſity that Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould be very God as well _ very 
| an; 


4 Ranſom for him. God found it, as he ap- ? 4 
pointed this Way of Pardon; and he found it, 
as he accepted of the One offering of Jeſus 


the MESSIAH. © 45 


Man; That he might be ſtronger than 
the ſtrong Man armed; that he might 
be able, at his own Pleaſure, to deliver 
captive Souls out of the Hands, the Pow- 
er and Kingdom of Satan, Luke xi. 2 1, 2 2. 
When the ſtrong Man armed | Satan] keepeth 
his Palace the Hearts of Men] his Goods 
are in Peace; but when a ſironger iban be 
ſhall come upon him, and overcome him be 
taketh from bim, all his Armour, whereinhe 
truſted, and divideth the Spoils. There's 
a Deſcription, how it is with all Men, in 
their Natural Eſtate 3 they have carnal 
Eaſe and Peace in the Heart; for there's 
no contrary Principle of Grace to oppoſe 
the Motions of the Fleſh, or corrupt Na- 
ture. Vain Thoughts may lodge there 
quietly, and be taken little Notice of; but 
when the new and heavenly Principle of 
Grace is planted in the Soul; then there 
are I wins ſtruggling, like Eſau and Jacob, 
and the humble Soul is ready to ſay if it be 
ſo; if I belong'd to God, why am thus? 
But the Reaſon is plain; Here's a New 
Lord choſen, and the Old one rejected; 
the Old Inhabitants are warned out, and 
others come to take Poſſeſſion, Gal. v. 17. 
The Fleſh [corrupt Nature] luſteth againſt 
He Spirit, and the Spirit [the new Princi- 


ple 
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ple of Grace] !ufteth againſt the Fleſh , 
and i beſe are contrary the one to the other, þo 


that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 
From hence you- have this Complaint of 


the People of Cod; Rom. vii. 15 —19. 


That which I do I allow not, for what 1 
would, that do I not, but-what I hate, that 
do I. This is a Part of that Miſery, that 
Jeſus Chrift alone can free his Peoplefrom. 
It was not enough, that Jeſus Chriſt, by 
his mighty Power, ſhould make his Peo- 

le willing, to part with Sin, and Submit 


to the Righteouſneſs and Government of- 


Jeſus Chriſt ; but he muſt win their Hearts 
to love himſelf, his Word and Service, to 
delight in the Law of God, after the in- 
ward Man, and delight to do his Will, 
and count his Service their Perfe& Free- 
dom. Therefore, believing Souls will 
have need of the Power of Jeſus Chriſt, 
until they are got clear of Temptation and 
Corruption. Who but God alone can per- 
fect Grace and Holineſs? | 

Uſe. . 2. Whoever can entertain low 
Thoughts of Jeſus Chriſt, let us look up 
on him, as he really is, to be truly and 
properly God ; The mighty God, God over 
all bleſſed for ever, the great God, having 


all the Fulneſs of the God-head dive ling in 


bim 
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him bodily, God equal with the Father, in 
all divine Perfections, God by Nature, and 
not by Office, God of Gods; and not an 
inferiour God, God Creator, and not a 
God made. That abſurd Notion is contra» 
ry both to Scripture and Reaſon, Ja. xliii. 
10. Before me there was no God, neither 
ſhall there be after me. Let thoſe Words be 
ſuppoſed to be ſpoken by the Father, or 
by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they equally 
cut down the Fiction of an inferiour God. 
And that Notion is as repugnant to com- 

mon Senſe and Reaſon. The right Notion 
of the true God is That he is the only living 
= God, a ſelf Exiſtent, ſelf Sufficient, and in- 
= dependent Being, Let an inferiour God be as 
great as he will, or as the Imaginations of 
Men can raiſe him; yet this muſt be al- 
low'd; that he who made him, muſt needs 
be before him; and he that made him, 
muſt needs be above him; and he that 
made him can deſtroy him; ſuch a God 
cannot uphold himſelf; ſuch a one is be- 
bolding to his Maker for his Subſiſtance; 
He that made him rich can make him poor. 
But all ſuch Fictions and Fancies as theſe, 
oncerning Jeſus Chriſt, are intirely cut 
ff by this Expreſſion, in our Text, when 
ess called, be mighty God; br God Al- 
%% Uk 


th 


| 48 , JESUS CHRIST 
Uſe 3. If Jeſus Chriſt is the mighty 


God; Let all impenitent Sinners beware 
of provoking him, P/al. ii. 12. Kiſs the Son 
leſt be be angry and ye periſh from the Way, 
when his Anger is kindled but a little, bleſſed 
are all they that put their Truft in him. O 
what are poor, inconſiderate Sinners doing; 
that fight againſt the Mighty God? You 
ſhould firſt ſit down, and count the Coſt, 
whether you are able with ten Thouſand, 
to go to War againſt twenty Thouſand? 


Are you a fit Match for the Almighty ? Is 


dry'd Stubble fit to contend with devour- 
ing Fire? Ezek. xxii. 14. Can thine Heart 
endure, or can thy Hands be ſtrong, in the 
Days that I ſhall deal with thee ® Pray con- 
fider it; for it is God himſelf that ſpeaks 
to you. There is a Day coming when 
God will deal with impenitent Sinners ; 
and he will do it at another Rate than We 
can do, or than God himſelf now does, 


God now deals with you in a Way of long 
ſuffering and Patience; He now gives you 
many Warnings, by the Miniſtry of his 
Word; but a Time is coming, when God 
will deal with you as a juſt Judge, and an 
injured Majeſty, God will deal with you 


in another Manner thanwe now do ; We 


pray for you ; We weep over you; We 
_—_— | | warn 


— 
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warn and beſeech you, to turn .from Sin 
to God, to mind the great Concern of 
your Souls ; knowing the Terrours of the 
Lord we perſuade Men. But you ſlight our ; 
Warnings ; but God will deal with you, | 
ſhortly, at another rate than now, God 
will deal with thee, ſormal Profeſſor, that 
haſt ſatisfyed thyſelf with a Name to live 
without ſpiritual Life, and with a Form of 
Godlineſs without the Power, God will | 
deal with thee, that ſlighteſt the Goſpe]- | 
Meſſage, and Goſpel Ordinances, and 
counteſt the Servicg of God a Burden; 
God will deal with thee, that hateſt to be 
reformed ; God will deal with thee, poor 
vain Youth, that forgetteſt God and thy 
precious Soul ; God will bring thee into 
Judgment, Eccl. xi. 9. Think in Time, 
how 1t is like to fare with thee at that Day 
of Tryal. Wilt thou be as vain, merry 
and trifling then, as now? O hat they were 
ie. that they would conſider their latter 
End, ſo as to prepare for it. | 
Uſe 4. If Jeſus Chriſt is the Mighty God, 
as well as very Man; then he is able 0 
ſave to the Uttermoſt, them that come to Gd 
b) bim, Heb. vii. 25. He is able to give 
all neceſſary Grace to his People, and to 
uphold and maintain his own Intereſt in 


G them, 
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4 them. Convinced Sinner, thou mayſt 
q ſafely venture thy Soul upon him; truſt in 
him and not be afraid; for in the Lord 
Jehovah is everlaſting Strength, Jer. xvii, 
5. And this is he, the Mighty God; je- 
ſus Chriſt, as Mediator has already gone 
through the greateſt Part of his Work; 
He has ſatisfied divine Juſtice ; He has 
ſpoiled Principalities and Powers; He 
has obtained Eternal Redemption for his 
People; He has a Fulneſs of Grace and 
Glory to beſtow upon all his Followers, 
and he is now, altogether as ready, as he 
is able to ſave the very chief of Sinners; if 
they will but come to him: for he calls 
them, Matth. xi. 28. Come unto me all ye 
bat labour and are b-avy laden, and 1 will 
e you Reſt, and he has given his royal 
ord, that be will in no wiſe caſt out any 
one that comes to him, Jobn vi. 37. 

Uſe 5. Earneſtly pray, that the migh- 
ty Power of God may be exerted, to bring 
you, as ſenſible Sinners, to cloſe with Je- 
ſius Chriſt, Jobn vi. 44. No Man can come 

- $0 me, except the Father, which hath ſent me 


God openeth the Heart, not only to re- 
ceive the Goſpel, but Jeſus Chriſt, in Faith 
and Love, and when the Soul conſents 

9 


draw kim. This is done when the Spirit of Ml 
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to God's Terms of Salvation, to take Je- 


ſus Chriſt for Sanctification, as well as for 


Juſtification; and ſubmit to him as a 


Lord, as well as look for Benefit from 


him as a Saviour. 

Uſe 6. In all your Dealings with God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt, in order to Salvation; 
conſider Chriſt Jeſus, both as God and 
Man ; He is ſo now in Heaven and he e- 
ver will be ſo, Heb. vii. 24. This Man be- 
cauſe he continueth ever, bath an unchange- 
able Prieſt hood. Thus convinced Sinners 
may ſee where God has laid their Help. 
But poor Souls muſt ſtarve and periſh un- 
leſs they have Relief from him. You are 
naked without the Covering of his Righ- 
teouſneſs; you are miſerably poor, with- 
out his true Riches, you are condemned 
Priſoners at the Bar, without this Advo- 
cate. 

Uſe. 7. Labour to clear up your Rela- 
tion to, and Intereſt in him. Reſt not 
ſatisfy ed, till you can ſay, on good Grounds, 
I know whom I have believed. And my Be- 
loved is mine, and I am bis. He hath made 
with me an everlaſting Covenant, orderedin 
all things and ſure, I his Joy of the Lord 
would be your Strength both for ſpiritual 
Work and Tryals, it would render you 


2 much 
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much more uſeful to others; and be A 
-greatSupport to yourſelves in the Hour of 
Death. hen I walk through the Valley of 
the Shadow of Death, I will fear no Evil; 
for thou art with me, Pſal. xxiii. 4. 

Thrice happy Souls that have Relation 
to, and Intereſt in this glorious Lord. 
What a Friend have they at all Times, 
What a full Fountain, to go to, for Sup- 
Ply. What a Rock of Ages, to reſt their 
Souls upon. What a Treaſury of Grace, 
What a loving, tender Huſband. What 
a Shepherd to take care of and feed them, 
What a ſkilful Phyſician to heal all their 
Diſeaſes. What a Guide and Captain of 
Their Salvation. What a wondertul Coun- 
ſellor. What a Prince of Peace; to make 
their Peace with God, and to give Peace 
into their Souls ; ſuck as the World-cannot 
give or take away 


5 
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Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son 
is given, and the Government ſhall 
be upon his Shoulder; And his 
Name ſhall be called Wonderful, 
Counſellor, the Mighty God, the 
everlaſting Father, the Prince of 


Peace, 


I A M now to conſider that Expreſſion, 
he ſhall be called Wonderful. This is 


not ſpoken to deſcribe by what particular 


Name the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be 
called, to diſtinguiſh his Perſon from o- 
thers, but to deſcribe his Nature and Of- 
fices; much like that Name of Chriſt, 


$4 Jer. 
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Fer. xxiii. 6. This is the Name wherewith 
be ſhall be called the Lord our Righteouſneſs. 
T hat 1s, he ſhall be owned, by all true 
Believers, as the Lord their Righteouſneſs, 
Ja. xlv. 24. In the Lord have 1 Righteonſ- 
neſs and Strength. In the Lord ſhall all the 
Seed of Iſrael be juſtified and foallglery. Thus 
to be called, and to be are often the ſame in 
Seripture, 1 John iii. 1. Behold, what man- 
ner of Love the Father hath beſtowed upon 
#5, that we ſhould be called the Sons of God. 
That is, that we ſhould become the Sons 
of God, as it is explain'd, John i. 12. To 
| them gave he Power to become the Sons of 
God, even to them that believed on his Name. 
So in our Text: Fe ſhall be called Wonder- 
ful; that is, he ſhall be fo, on all Ac- 
counts. This Expreſſion, may be refer- 
red to ſuch things as I have taken Notice 
of already , Or to ſuch things as follow 
after; I ſee no Reaſon why we ſhould ex- 
clude either of them. Therefore, 
Fir, When Jeſus Chriſt is called Won- 
der ful, it may. refer our Thoughts to the 
Wonderful Conſtitution of his Perſon, that 
he ſhould be both God and Man in one 
Perſon. Here I may ſay, as God did to 
his People of old, in another Caſe ; 7/a. 
XXiX. 9, Stay yourſelves and wonder, that 

Heaven 
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Heaven and Earth ſhould meet together in 
Chriſt; the Creator and the Creature; 
the Antient of Days, the Everlaſting Fa- 
ther, and a Child born, This is the Won- 
der of Angels, 1 Pet. i. 12. Here is Glory 
to God in the Higheſt, on Earth Peace, 
good Will to Men, not to fallen Angels. 
Here's Condeſcenſion of divine Majeſty to 
the Miſerable, the Love of God in Chriſt 
to the human Race. All divine Perfecti- 
ons are in Chriſt ; and all ſhine forth moſt 
conſpicuous in the Redemption of loſt Sin- 
ners by the Obedience and Death of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Here's infinite Wiſdom diſplay'd 
in the Contrivance ; and infinite Goodneſs 
in the Accompliſhment ; great Mercy im 
the Publication; and rich Grace in the 
Application of Chriſt's Purchaſe to Souls. 
This is the Myſtery that had been hid from 
Ages and Generations. Here are Merc 

and Truth met together, Righteouſneſs 
and Peace have kiſſed each other, P/al. 
Ixxxv. 10. Here is Emmanuel, God with 
us. Theeternal Son of God taking our 
frail Nature into Union with himſelt. Here's 
Help laid for periſhing Sinners, upon one 
that is mighty. Theſe things are all won⸗ 
derful, ſhould an Angel have become 
Man, it had not been ſo wonderful, as 
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that the Eternal Son of God ſhould become 
Man : For the Angel would have been a 
Creature ſtill, though deeply humbled ; 
but here the Mighty God became feeble 
Man, a Child born ; and he, whom the 
Heaven of Heavens could not contain ; 
lay in a Manger. He that was rich be- 
came poor, that we through his Poverty 
might be made rich. 

Secondly, This Expreſſion, He hall be 
called Wonderful, may be referred to the 
Offices, which Jeſus Chriſt executes as our 
Redeemer, Which our Text takes No- 


tice of. His Offices of King, Prophet 
and Prieſt. 


I. Jeſus Chriſt is wonderful with regard 
to his kingly Office. There never was 
ſuch a King as he is. Four things are ve- 
ry wonderful in him as King. 

(.) The Extent of his Rule and Domi- 
nion; not like Solo mon's, from Sea to Sea, 
and to the End of the Earth : but all Pow- 
er 1s his, both as God and as Mediator, 
over all in Heaven and Earth, The Govern- 
ment ſhall be upon his Shoulder. That is, 
the Government of both Worlds is in his 
Hands. He is univerſal Monarch. King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords, Rev. W : 

n 


the Mes81AH. © 57 
And be doth: according to his Will, in the 
Armies of. Heaven, and amongſt the Inbabi- 
tants of the Earth, He is the Prince of the. 
Kings of the Earth. It is he that ſpeaks, 
Prov. viii. 12. By me Kings reign, and 
Princes decree Juſtice. He has the Keys of 
Hell and Death; He openeth and no Man 
ſhurteth and ſhutteth and no Man open» 
eth. He has ſuch an univerſal Sway, as 
no Prince on Earth ever pretended to. He 
ſets up and takes down what Princes he 
pleaſes, But though Jeſus Chriſt is King 
of Nations, to expreſs his Dominion in 
Common; yet, He is in a peculiar Man- 
ner, King of Saints, See how the Redeem- 
ed addreſs him, Rev. xv. 3, 4. And they 
ſing the Song of Moſes the Servant of , God 
[that is, thou haſt created all things, and 
tor thy Pleaſure, they are and were created} 
And the Song of the Lamb, ſaying, great and 
marvelous are thy Works, Lord God At» 
mighty, juſt and true are thy Ways, thou 
King of Saints. Who ſhall not fear thee, O 
Lord, and glorify thy Name. | 
Jeſus Chriſt is King in Sion, P/al. ii. 6. 


= AC n s . 
= = © 


Yet have I ſet my King upon my holy Hill of W 


Sion. He is over all things to the Church. 
He has the very Hearts of all theſe Sub- 
jects ; He has made them willing in the 


C5 Day 
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Day of his Power. No Laws of Earthly 
Princes bind the Conſciences of their Sub- 


jects; but Chriſt's Laws do; this is pecu- 
har to Jeſus Chriſt; and his ſincere Fol- 


lowers ſubject their very Souls to him, no 
Laws of Earthly Princes can reach to the 
fecret Thoughts of Men's Hearts ; but 


| Chriſt's Laws do. All things are naked and 


open to bis Eyes, with whom we have to do, 
Heb. iv. 13. And ſuch as care not to have 


any thing to do with him now, will have 
todo with him at the great Day of his 


Appearing. 

As Jeſus Chriſt is King in Sion, ſet there 
by the Authority of the Father, and by 
the Right of his Purchaſe; ſo that Govern- 


ment is alone on his Shoulder. He alone 


has Right to ſet up what Ordinances he 
pleaſes in his Church; and no Man, or 
Company of Men upon Earth have Power 
to add to, or alter his Apointments. This 
puts an Honour upon Goſpel-Ordinances z 
that they bear the Stamp of the Wiſdom 


and Authority of the King of Heaven. 


This Office, of a King, our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt executes, now he is in Heaven, 
which he does in gathering them in, mak- 
ing them a willing People ; for that be- 
longs to his kingly Office. His —_— 
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and perſuading them, belongs to his pro- 
phetical Office; but his bringing them to 
conſent belongs to his kingly Office. Then 
he rules over them, and they conſent, that 
he ſhould do ſo, a. xxvi. 13. And he 
will carefully defend them, though not 
from Afflictions and Temptations, nor 
from Death , yet he will ſave them from 
periſhing, Jobn x. 28. They ſhall never 
periſh, neither ſhall anv pluck them out of 
my Hands. And Jeſus Chriſt muſt reign, 
in Heaven, *till all his Enemies are put 
under his Feet, 1 Cor. xv. 25. Till ſome 
ſhall bow willingly, and all the reſt ſhajl 
be daſhed in Pieces with his Rod of Iron, 
Pſal. ii. 9. 
(2.) The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is wonderful 
as King, wich regard to the Juſtice and 


Laws are all Holy, ju and good, Rom. 
vii. 12. His Scepter is a Scepter of Righ- 
teouſneſs, P/al. xlv. 6. apply'd to him, 
Heb. i. 8. He is righteous in all his Ways 
and holy in all his Works, P/al. cxlv. 17. 
Though he is ſo high and great, and his 
own Will is the Rule of his proceeding; 
yet he cannot oppreſs or injure his Subjects, 
Neither does he forbid them any thing, 
but what is really hurtful to themſelves, 


Prov. 
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Prov. viii. 36. He that ſinneth againſt me, 
wrongeth his own Soul, And he appoints 
them no Service, but what carries its own 
Pleaſure, Honour. and Reward with it, 
Pſal. Rix. 11. In keeping of his Command- 
ments, there is a great Reward. And yet, 
that is not all; for. he will make all his 
faithful Subjects, altogether Kings. 
(3.) His Government is managed in In- 
finite Wiſdom, though his Proceeding 
may be out of the Reach of the wiſeſt of 
Men ; yet he is wonderful in Counſel, and 
excellent in Working, He doth all things 
well, Mark vii. 37. with regard to many 
things, in the Courſe of his Providence, he 
might ſay, even to one of his own People; 
Wat I do, thou knoweſt not now, but 
thou ſhalt know hereafter, for the Books 
ſhall be all open'd, and compar'd; and 
all the hidden Myſteries of Providence will 
be laid open, and then the wonderful 
Beauty and Harmony between the Word 
and Providences of Jeſus Chriſt will be 
eternally admired when the People of God 
ſhall ſee that their greateſt Afflictions were 
meant for their Good. Thoſe very things, 
of which, like good old Jacob, they were 
ready to ſay, all theſe things are againſt me. 
This is the Language of weak F * 
| | ut 
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But God has given his Children Ground to 

entertain other Thoughts, Gen. xxxii. 12. 
Verily 1 will do thee Good, And the Ex- 
perience of the People of God has ſpoken 
out the ſame, Rom. viii. 28. We know that 
all things work toghther for Good, io them 
that love God, to them that are the called, 
according to bis Purpoſe. | 
(4) The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is wonderful 
as King, in all his Acts of Grace. Now 
and then, when a King comes firſt to the 
Crown, or upon ſome very remarkable 
Occaſion, you may hear of an Act of 
Grace; but it is commonly limited; it is 
not extended to every Debtor, and every 
Criminal, and even to the Ring-Leaders 
of them. But Chriſt's Acts of Grace come 
forth every Day, for Sinners need them; 
and there is not one Soul excepted, but 
ſuch as will not accept of the Kings Mercy. 
For the Offer is to every one that will. It 
was ſaid, of old Time, that the Kings of 
Iſrael were merciful Kings. But it is re- 
markably true of Jeſus Chriſt, the King of 
Iſrael, he is a merciful King. Not only 
as he 1s ready to patdon the very chief of 
Rebels, if they lay down their Weapons 
of Hoſtillity, and ſubmit to him; but 
he is ready to beſtow on them the richeſt 


Gifts, 


by + ' 
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Gifts, and that moſt freely; and that 
which is yet more wonderful indeed, He 
will make them his Favourites; He will 
take them into a Marriage Relation to 
himſelf. Here's Good News for humble 
Penitents ; though thou art but poor in 
this World; the King deſiretb no Dowry, 
but only the Surrender of thy Heart. If 
thou canſt but conſent, Jeſus Chriſt is 
willing to take thee, ſuch as thou art, in- 
to a near Relation to himſelf, A Beggar 
From ibe Dungbil; this is the principal De- 
ſign of the Goſpel Miniſtry, to divorce 
the Soul from Sin, and from the Law, as 
a Covenant of Works, and to eſpouſe it to 
Jeſus Chriſt. Now, you that are by Na- 
ture poor and miſerable and blind and 
Naked; and ſtand in Need of all things; 
conſider who offers himſelf to be married 
to you; do you think you can mend your- 
ſelves? Can you expect a better Match? 
Will you run the Venture of provoking 
him, either by your Refuſal, or by your 
Delay ? There is nothing in Jeſus Chriſt, 
but is wonderful ; His Beauty is ſo ; he 
is fairer than the Children of Men. His 
Honours and Glory are wonderful ; He 


is above all the Angels of Heaven, as well 


as all the Kings of the Earth, There is 
| none 
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none on Earth like him, for his Love. It 


; is wonderful that ever he ſhould pitch his 
| Love upon any of the human Race 
} Lord, what is Man, that thou ſhouldſt 
: viſit him! It is wonderful, that his Love 
1 is not quenched, by the many Waters and 
5 Floods of Sin and Corruption; of Un- 
f belief and Unthankfulneſs. 

$ Uſe 1. How glorious, rich and honour- 
- able is every true Believer in Chriſt : for 
7 he ſtands nearly related to the King of 
a Heaven and Earth; dreſs'd in the glorious 
e Robes of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs; and 
18 all glorious within, Pſal. ulv. 13. Be- 
0 lieving Soul, though thou mayſt be poor 
* in this World; though thou mayſt be de- 
d ſpis'd and overlook'd, yet thou art mar- 
; ry'd to Chriſt; and all things in the Cove- 
ed nant of Promiſes; and all in Heaven are 
r- thine; all things are yours, for ye are 
1? Chriſt's, 1 Cor. iii. 23. Pharoab ſaid to 
1g toſeph*s Brethren, Regard not your Stuff, 
ur for all the good of the Land is before you ; 
ſt, Gen. xlv. 20. So I ſay to you, who by 
he Faith are married to Chriſt; don't be caſt 
Tis down, that you have but little of the pe- 
He riſning Stuff of this World; for all the 


goed of both Worlds is yours. The Soul 
that is eſpouſed to Jeſus Chriſt can't be 
poor 
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poor and miſerable. They may be afflic- 
ted, they may be tempted, they may be 
now and then, in Straits, ſor the Tryal of 
their Faith, but they cannot be miſerable: 
Bleſſed is the People whoſe God is the Lord. 
Uſe 2. How ſafe is the Church of true 
Believers. This Church can never be in 
Danger of being deſtroyed, for he that 
is Lord of Heaven and Earth upholds it. 
He watches over it Night and Day, leſt an) 
Burt it, He bimſelf is as @ Wall of Fire 
round about it. He will give his Angels 
Charge over it. His People are as dear 
to him as the Apple of his Eye, Zech. ii. 
8. He that toucheth you, toucheih the Apple 
of his Eye. And you know how tender you 
are of your on Eyes? So is Jeſus Chriſt 
of his People. And can any think that 
Jeſus Chriſt will ſtand ſtill and ſuffer his 
Enemies to pluck out his own Eyes. Be— 
lieving Soul, thou mayſt ſafely and quietly 
leave the Affairs, both of Soul and Body, 
in the Hands of this glorious Lord of Hea- 
ven and Earth; his Power and Truth will 
never fail. t 


Uſe 3. How wonderful is the Condeſcen- 
ſion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his graci- 
ous Invitations to poor Sinners to come to 
him, Matth. xi. 28. And in his free Pro- 
1004 : 1 
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miſes of Acceptance, Fobn vi. 37. It was 
a comfortable Word, that Mariha ſpake 
to her Siſter, under her Troubles, John: 
xi. 28. The Master is come, and calleth for 
thee. As ſoon as ſhe heard that, ſhe aroſe 
quickly and came unto him. It is our Bult- 
neſs to tell you, not only that Jeſus Chriſt 
is come; that Mieſſias is born; and allo 
what are the Ends of his coming; but are 
further to aſſure you, that by the Goſpel- 
Miniſtry, he calleth for you. Convinced: 


Sinner, that fain wouldſt ſee Jeſus, be of 


good Cheer, ariſe, behold, he calleth 
thee, Shouldſt not thou do, as Mary, 
did ariſe haſtily, and come to Jeſus. So 


| - when they told the blind Man, be of good 


Cheer, ariſe, behold he calleth thee z he 
preſently threw away his Garments, and 
made haſt to come to Jeſus Chriſt. So 
ſhouldſt thou do; throw away thy looſe 
Garments of Security, formal Profeſſion 
and ſelf Righteouſneſs ; and make haſt to 
Jeſus ; Deiays, in this Matter, may be 
dangerous, Died 


The Goſpel- Miniſtry is the Sceptre in 


Chriſt's Hand, this he holds forth to con- 


vinced Sinners, as the King did to Ether, 


that they might come and touch it and 


live [that is, comply with Goſpel· Terms, 
| and 
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and be ſaved] and this Scepter, Jeſus Chriſt 
ſtreaches out, very long to ſome that too 
little regard it. 

O how wonderful is it to conſider that 
gracious Act of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as 
you have it from his own Mouth, Rev: iii. 
20. Behold, I ſtand at the Door and knock, 
if any Man hear my Voice, and open the 
Door, I will come in to bim, and ſup with 
him, and he with me. Behold it and won- 
der; Here's Condeſcenſion without a 
Parallel; the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, waits at the poor Cottage of a Beg- 
gar; and he waits long, as unwilling to 
be deny*d, ill his Head is wet with Dew 
and his Locks tit the Drops of the Night. 
How wonderful is it, that he, will knock 
and call ſo long at the Door of thy Heart; 
and how unwile is it, poor needy Sinner, 
to ſuffer him to wait ſo long for Entrance 
into thy Heart; an Earthly King could 
never bear ſuch Treatment from a Subject: 
and the beſt Friend. thou haſt upon Earth, 
would have gone away offended, and juſt · 
ly too, before this Time; and thou thy- 
felf, wouldſt have taken it very ill, if ano- 
cher, though a Superiour, had made thee 
wait half ſo long, but eſpecially if an In- 
teriour had made thee wait ſo, by — 

| and 
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and by Night, early and late. Hiſtory tells 


us of Gregory the Seventh, a certain proud 
Pope, that kept Henry IV. Emperor of 
Germany, three Days and three Nights, in 
Froſt and Snow, waiting bare-footed at 
his Gate. Every wiſe Man abhorred the 
Pride and Cruelty of the wicked Pope; but 
wondered at the Patience of the Emperor, 
that he would wait ſo long, upon that 
proud Wretch. But this was but one Man 
waiting upon another; a Creature upon a 
Creature ; moreover, he did not come to: 
bring any thing; but upon Preſumption, 
to receive a Benefit. But, O how many 
Days, and Nights; Or rather how many 
Years, haft thou made the King of Glor 

ſtand at thy Door; and is thy Heart fiſt 
ſhut againſt him? Have the Enemies of 
Jeſus Chriſt free Entertainment within, 
while he is kept out ! He knows it, and 
the greater is the Wonder that he waits ſo 
long, after ſo many vile Affronts, as Sin- 
ners offer to him. It is wonderful to con- 
ſider, what Jeſus Chriſt knocks and calls 
ſo long for. It is to awake them out of 
deep; Awake thou that ſleepeſt, upon the 
Top of a Maſt ; as the Lord liveth there 
is but a Step between thee and Death. A- 
wake; for thou art in Danger of Helk 


Flames. 
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Flames. Jeſus Chriſt comes and waits: 
with a Pardon in his Hand, ready ſign'd 
and ſeald for every true Penitent, that will 
lay down their Weapons of Rebellion, and 
accept of his gracious Pardon, and wilt 
thou not accept of it? Jeſus Chriſt waits. 
with Treaſures of Grace in his Hand; he 
has a rich Preſent for you, Gold try'd in 
the Fire. When any one may be unwil- 
ling to open the Door; if he that: ſtands, 
without will ſatisty them, that he is a. 
good Friend and alſo has got ſomething 
valuable for them ; how willingly will they 
open the Door and let him in? Jeſus Chriſt 


is your beſt Friend, and he has ſomething. 


for you, He has coſtly Clothing for thee. 
He comes to bring thee Soul-Food, Bread 
and Water of Life, heavenly Manna thou 
mult periſh for Hunger without it. He 
comes to take off thy Chains, and bring 
thee out of Captivity, and from the Pri- 
ſon- Houſe. And art thou not willing to 
be ſet at Liberty? He comes to heal all 
thy Souls Diſeaſes ; and art thou not wil- 
ling to be healed ? He comes to reſtore 
thy ſpiritual Sight; wilt thou not bid him 
welcome, and ſay, Lord, chat I mightre- 
ceive my Sight? He comes to waſh, ſanc- 
tisfy and cleanſe thy Soul; and wilt thou 

| i, not 
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not be made clean; O when ſhall it once 
be? He comes to offer himſelf to be an 
Advocate for thee, to plead thy Cauſe, in 
the Court of Heaven; thou canſt not plead 
thy own Cauſe; thou haſt no Merit of thy 
own to plead ; thou canſt not anſwer for 
one of a Thouſand of all the Charges, that 
may juſtly be laid in againft thee. But 
you may not expect that this glorious 
Lord will wait always; thou haſt had a 
long Day of his Patience ; but you know, 
that the longer the Day has been, the 
nearer it is to the Evening. The longer 
thy Glaſs has been running, the nearer it 
is out. The longer the. Goſpel has been 
ſhining upon you, the nearer is the Sun 
ſetting. Patience, as it is a Perfection in 
God or in Jeſus Chriſt, is infinite; but as 
it is exerciſed towards the Creatures, it has 
its Limitations. Lo * 

Uſe 4. If Jeſus Chriſt is ſuch a glorious, 
univerſal Monarch of Heaven and Earth, 
then it is the Wiſdom of all to ſubmit un- 
to, and obey him. This is the Lawgiver 
that is able-to ſave and to deſtroy. In his 
Favour is Life. But his Wrath will be 
intollerable. It will be in vain for any to 
call him Lord, if they are not carefuhtod6 


| the things that he commands them, Like 


VI. 
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vi. 46. Why call ye me Maſter and Lord, 


and do not the things that I cemmand you ? * 
Thoſe that ſay, in their Hearts or Lives, b 
We will not have this Man to reign over us, — 
muſt expect to be deſtroy*d before him, - 
Luke xix. 27. Impenitent Sinner, thou 

canſt not eſcape the Sight of his Eye. He ” 
knows what thou art doing; and every A& | 4 
of Wickedneſs thou art now jcommitting ; 

though thou mayſt chooſe the Dark to J 
commit it in; Darkneſs and Light are both — 
alike to him, Pſal. cxxxix. 12, He that | 
made the Eye, ſhall not be ſee ? Pſal. xciv. . 
9. And none can eſcape the Reach of his G 
Hand; as he has a Sceptre of Mercy; ſo , 

he has an Iron Rod; and a Sword of his p 
Juſtice ; and Viols of his Wrath, for all 5 


his implacable Enemies. Thou that bray- 
eſt it out now, againſt all that we can 
fay ; and hardeneſt thy Heart againſt all 
our Warnings ; What wilt thou do, tn that 
Day of Viſitation; When this King of Hea- 
ven and Earth ſhall come, in all his own 
and his Father's Glory, with the holy An- 
gels; and in flaming Fire, taking Yenge- 
ance on tbem that know not God, and obey noi 
#be Goſpel. Whoever hardened himſelf againſt 
him and proſper d? Job ix. 4, Then the 
Sinners Hearts will faint and heir fo 
W 
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will ſmile one againſt another. He'll trem- 
ble at the very Mention of his Name, and 
how will thy Heart endure or thy Hands be 


Frong, to bear his Frowns and impartial 


Tryal ? Is it not thy wiſeſt Courle, even 
now, while this mighty King is a great Way 
off, to ſ nd and deſire, or accept of, his Con- 
Peace; for when he comes to 
Judgment, it will be too late to ſeek for 
his Mercy? Behold, now is the accepied 
Time, behold, now is the Day of Salvation, 
2 Cor. vi. 2. There is a certain Seaſon, 
wherein God intruſts ſome Men with the 
Goſpel, and makes Propoſals of Salvation 
to them, thereby; but this Seaſon is limit- 
ed to the preſent, uncertain Life; It is but 
a Day; now is the Day of Salvation. And 
It is to be remark'd, how God uſhers in 
this good News, with the Word Bebeld; 
Behold and wonder that ever God ſhould 
provide and ſend his only Son, to be a Sa- 
viour for lot Man, and not for loſt Angels. 
They were left, in Chains of Wrath and 
Deſpair, under Darkneſs, to the Judgment 
of the great Day; But unto us, loſt Man- 
kind, was Jeſus Chriſt, a Child born, and 
4 Son given, to procure, and publith Peace, 
and give Pardons to Rebellious Men. He 
came to preach Deliverance to the Captives, 


Behold 
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Behold this publiſhed Grace, and improve 
the preſent Opportunity; for it is but a 

Day; in a little while, theſe Seaſons of 

Grace will be at an End; the Lord of Or— 0 
dinances will riſe up and ſhut to the Door, 
and then it will be in vain for delaying, 
trifling Sinners to ſtand without and begin 
to knock and call, and ſay, Lord, Lord, 
open to us; for the Searcher of Hearts 
will anſwer them, Verily I ſay unto you, 
I know you not, depart from me, ye 
Workers of Iniquity. Then merry Sinners 
will be filled with Weeping and Wailing and 
Gnaſhing of Teeth. FT 

Thus it appears to be your higheſt Wiſ— 
dom and trueſt Intereſt. to bow and ſubmit 
to this Mighty Lord of Heaven and Earth; 
and to ſeek his Favour now, before he 
comes to call you to his awful Tribunal, 


LON 


the MESSIAR. 73 


SERMON IV. 


ISA. IX. 6. 


Unto us a Child 1s born, unto us a Son 
is given; and the Government ſhall 
be upon his Shoulder ; and his Name 
ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, 
the Mighty God, the everlaſiing . 
Father, the Prince of Peace. 


A M now to take Notice of that Title 
given to Jeſus Chriſt, He ball be called 
Wonderful Counſellor, This I take to be a 
Deſcription of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as 


the greateſt Prophet of the Church. Here 
I ſhall ſhew ; 


Fir, He was prophecy'd of under this 
Character, Deut. xvili. 15, 18, This Pro- 
phecy you have, vith a little Explication, 


Alls ii. 22. A Prophet ſhall the Lord your 
D apy, Gad 
= - 
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God raiſe up unto you, of your Brethren, like 1 
unto me, him ſhall” ye hear in ail things, what- 6 
ſoec ver he ſhall ſay unto you,” and it ſhall come $ 
zo paſs, that every Soul that will not hear {] 
that Prophet, 4188 be aao from among N 
#he People. h 


Second'y, In the fulneſs of Time, God 
ſent the "ID Jelus Chriſt, as a Prophet, 


to the Church. And . of the beſt of g 
ihe Jeros acknowledged him as a Teacher, he 
ſent from God, Jobs iii. 2. Rabbi, we 
Know that thou art a Teacher ſent from God P 
chat thou art come with undeniable Cre- I 
dentials from Heaven; to witneſs that thou ne 


art that great Prophet, which. Gad- pro- th 
miſed to the Church] for zo Man can 4 WF ta 
tboſe Miracles, which thou doſt, except God of 


be with him. Some of the former Prophets th 
wrought Miracles, but not by their own WF G 
Power; neither could they give Power to as 
others to do the ſame, But Jeſus Chriſt {WW th 


did ſo. Theſe Miracles are reckon'd up, an 
Maith. xi. 5. The blind receive their Sight, his 
Abe lame walk, the deaf hear, [the lee WF 0 
are cleanſed, and the dead are raiſedup. Fes Ui. 
as God ſent him, as his great Prophet, 10 

he ſpeaks to us by him, Heb, 1. 1,: Gd, | 
hp at ſundry Times, apd in divers ne, tea 


ſpate 
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ſpake unto our Fathers, by the Prophets, 


hath, in theſe laſt Days, ſpoken to us by bis 
Son. And God expects that all Men 
ſhould honour him, as his laſt and greateſt 
Meſſegger, Matth. xxi. 37. And laſt of all 


he ſent unto them his Son, ſaying, they will 
reverence my Son. 


Thirdly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt: is the 
oreateſt of all the Prophets; for indeed, 
he is the Lord God of the hoty Prophets, Rev. 
xxii. 6, The Spirit by whom the former 
Prophets ſpake, was the Spirit of Chriſt, 
1 Pet. i. 11. Searching what, or what man- 
ner of Time, the Spirit of Chriſt which was in 
them, did ſignify. All the holy Prophets 
had ſome meaſure, or other, of the Spirit 
of Chriſt ; and ſome. a greater meafure 
than others: For the Spirit of God gives 
Gifts differing z.and to every one ſeverally, 
as he will; or according to the Work 
they have to do. But Jeſus Chriſt was 
anointed with the Oyl of Gladneſs above 
his Fellows, Heb. i 9. For God giveth 
not the Spirit by meaſure unto him, Job 
Ul. 34. * 


Fourthiy, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, now, 


teaches his People by his Word and Spirit. 


D 2 What 
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What the Spirit of God does, under the 


Miniſtry of the Word, Jeſus Chriſt him- 0 
ſelf may be ſaid to do, as a Prophet; for C 
the Spirit of God, as a Teacher, is the ff 
Siſt of Chriſt, Jobn xiv. 26—.— fle ſhall ſl 
teach = all things, and bring all things 10 
your Remembrance, whatſoever I have ſaid * 
unto you. Theſe are the ſaine things that fo 
Jeſus Chriſt, as a Prophet, had received T 
of the Father, Jobn xv.15. All things that 
1 have beard of my Father, I have made I 
known unto you. T hat is, 1 
1. Whatſoever they are to believe, in m 
Order to Salvation. This is the great End 
of Chriſt's teaching; that Men might know p. 
God in Chriſt, believe and be ſaved, Jobn P 
xx. 31. | 
2, How they muft worſhip the only of 
living and true God; that is through Jeſus 
Chriſt, Fohn xiv. 6. No Man can come 10 ti 
the Father . but by me. So in their firſt C 
Application to God, by Faith, 1 Pet. i. 6 
21. Who by him do believe in God. And no 8 
Ordinance may be brought into the Houſe Ju 
of God, bur what J-ſus:Chriſt has appoint- 
ed: For he is Lord over his own Houle, 1 
3. How Men are to live ; for he has J 
given us his Will and Eximple, as our 8 


Rule, how we ſhould walk and pleaſe God, 
| 887 Fiſthly. 
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Fifthly. As the great Prophet of the 
Church; Jeſus Chriſt has revealed, by the 
Goſpel, thoſe Myſteries, that had been hid 
from Ages and Generations, Col. i. 26. I 
ſhall give you but a few Hints ; 

1. That Jeſus Chriſt was made a Surety, 
with God for loſt Sinners, Heb. vii. 22. By 
ſo much was Jeſus made a Surety of a betler 
Teſtament. 

2, That the Lord laid upon him the 
Iniquities of his People, 1/a. Iii. 6. Our 
Treſpaſſes were imputed to him, that he 
might bear their Puniſhment. 


3. That he ſatisfied divine Juſtice, ap- 


peas'd the Wrath of God; procured our 
Peace, through the Blood of his Croſs. 


Thus he is called, in our Text, the Prince. 


of Peace. 


4. That believing Sinners are juſtified, 
tarough Faith in the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt ; his Righteouſneſs being imputed 
to them, as their Sins were imputed tohim, 
So that God, now, can be juſt, and the 
juſtifier of them that believe in Jeſus. - 

5, That every true Believer is really 
united to Chriſt, he is their Head, and 
they are his Members. Theſe are ſome of 


the Myſteries that the Light of Nature 


could never have diſcover'd; but they 
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are now revealed, by Chriſt, through the 
Goſpel. ien Jr): of 


 Sixthly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is won- 
derful, as a Prophet, with regard to his 
Humility and Patience in teaching, con- 
ſidering the Weakneſſes of his Diſciples, 
1/2. xxviii. 10. He teaches them, Line up- 
on Line, Precept upon Precept, here a little, 
and there a little. He does not teach them 
all Truths at once, but as their Capacities 
can bear, John xvi. 12. I have many things 
to ſay unto you, but you cannot bear them 
row. He does not turn them out of his 
School, or withdraw the Means from them, 


though he finds them but dull of learning, 
Heb. v. 11. 


- Seventhly, Jeſus Chriſt is wonderful, as 
a Prophet, with regard to his gracious 
Invitations to Sinners, which are often re- 
peated, to come and take of his Purchaſed 
Benefits, I/. lv. 1. Every one that thirſt- 
eth, after Happineſs, come ye ts the Waters, 
to the Treaſures of Grace in Chriſt, and 
the New Covenant, which are as need- 
ful, and as free as Waters; and he tbat 
hath no Money, no Merit or Worthineſs; 
come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy * 
an 


* 
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and Mili; Accept of Jeſus Chriſt as the 
free Gift of God; Reſt thy Soul upon 
him; feed on his Fullneſs, by Faith; this 
you may do, though you have nothing of 
your own to bring, but a humbling Senſe- 
of your Poverty, Miſery and Nakednels, 
Rev. xxii. L7- Whoſoever will, let bim come 
and take of the Water of Life freely. Poor 
humble Soul, here's a gracious Call to 
thee. Behold this great Prophet has put 
in no Exception againſt the very chief ol 
Sinners. Though thou haſt nothing of 
thy own, but Sin and Miſery; though 
thou canſt not be profitable to God; tho 
taou haſt been injurious 3 thou haſt done 
evil, as thou couldft z thou haſt ſpent tliy 
Money for that which is not Bread, ane 
thy Labour for that which profi eth not: 
Yet, ſays God, incline your Ear and come 
unto me, hear and your Soul fhall live, and 
Iwill mate an everlaſting Covenant With cu; 
taat is, I will give you the ſure Mercies of 
David, the Ble «ſlings of the New Cove- 
nant, Hence it appears, that it is no Pre- 
ſumption, even in thee, to look to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt for his Help, Ja. xlv. 
22. It is he himſelf that calls to thez z Look 
n me and be ye ſaved, all the Ends of the 
Earth, 1 Tim. i. 15. There's the added 
D 4 Witneſs 


* 
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Witneſs of the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
This is a faithful Saying and worthy of all 
Acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
World to ſave Sinners, of whom I am chief ; 
I have been a Ring- Leader of Sinners, and 
yet he has ſaved me; and ſet me forth, as 
a Pattern of his Grace ; to encourage the 
very chief of Sinners to come and aſk for 
Pardon and Salvation, through the Grace 
of God, and Merits of Jeſus Chrift : For 
It is not the Number or Aggravations of 
Mens Sins, that ſhut them out of Heaven, 
but their Neglect of Chriſt, or not making 
Application to him, as the only Help and 


Remedy, that God has prepared for loſt 
Souls, Andy 
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none zteacheth like him, Job xxxvi. 22. Be- 


ih like him? 

1. To open the Eyes and Underſtand- 
ing, of thoſe that were born blind, As 
xxvi. 18. To open their Eyes, and to tur 
them from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
Power of Satan unto God, He makes the 


Simple wiſe, and quick of Underſtanding, 
in 


Power and Efficacy of his Teaching. Thus, 


bd, God exalteth by bis Power, who teach- 


my” ey cy” 


„% „ „ was © 
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in divine things; for he not only inſtructs 


es, the Underſtanding,] as Men may do, but 1 
all he gives an Underſtanding. | $5 1 
the (l.) To know God, fo as tO chooſe him, 7 
f ; and truſt in him, Fer. xxx1. 34. They ſhat A 
ind all know me, faith the Lord, 3 
as (2.) To know tuemſelves; how guilty, Y 
the how. defiled ; how poor and miſerable; * 
for and what Need they have of the true 7% 
"IM Riches, 1 
For ( 3. To know the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 4 3 
K himſelf, and come to him, believe in, and ft 
en, receive him; as the Gift of the Father, 6 
ing and his on Gift. a 1 
and (4.) To know the Covenant of Grace; 
loſt it's Fulneſs, and God's Order of diſtribu- 4 
ting it's Grace to Men; and to lay hold of 9 
it; that is, conſent unto, and comply I 
on- with the Terms of it, Ja. lvi. 4, 6. jy 
the (5.) To know the Laws and revealed 4 
11s, Will of God in Chriſt; and to approve 5 
Be- of, conſent unto, and delight in them; 4 
ach- and to be diſpoſed to do the Will of God, A 
and to do it with Delight. bf 
nd- 2. Jelus Chriſt teaches, ſo as to ſubject 1 
, the very Heart and Will to himſelf. He 
urn makes them willing, in the Day of his 
he Dover, Pſal. cx. 3. And this conſiits in 
the theſe three things. | | 
ing, be D 5 (1.) To 
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(f.) To make Sinners willing to Part 
with all Sin. They ſhall ſay, as Ephraim, 
Hol.xiv.8. I hat have I to do any more with 
Idols? Wa. ii. 20. In that Day, a Man 
Hall caſt his Idols of Silver, and bis Idols of 
Gold, which they made, each one for himſelf 
10 worſnip, to the Moles and to the Balis. 


They leave the Service of Sin, to poor f 
blind, benighted Souls, that never enjoy'd / 
the Light of the Goſpel. The Time paſt, . 
of your Life, ſhould ſuffice to have wrought þ 


the Will of the Gentiles, 1 Pez. iv. 3. This 
mighty Power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
is elegantly and Emphatically ſet forth, 
2 Cor. x. 4, 5. For the Weapons of our 
Warfare are not carnal, but mighty, through 
Cod, to'the pulling down of Strong Holds ; 
Caſting down Imaginations, or Fleſhly Rea- 
ſonings, and every high thing, that exalteth 
utfelf againſt the Knowledge of God, and bring- 
ing into Captivity every Thought to the Obedi- 
ence of Chriſt, 8 
(2.) To bring proud Souls to ſubmit to 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, For what- 
ever Honour and Glory it is to be clothed 
therewith, yet, it is the mighty Power 
and Grace of God, that muſt humble proud 
Man, and bring him to ſubmit to this, 
which is God's only way of _— 
om. 
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ſubmitted themſelves to the Righteouſneſs of 


for he will not ſuffer the weakeſt of his 
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Rom. x. 3. They, the Jews, being ignorant 
of God's Righteouſneſs, and going about to 
eftabliſh their cwn Righteouſneſs, bave not 


God. 

(z.) To make them willing to come un- 
der the Government of Chrilt, Ja. xxvi. 
13. O Lord our God, other Lords beſides 
thee have had Dominion over us ; Satan and 
our Luſts; but by thee only, in thy Strength, 
henceforth, will we make Mention of th 
Name. We yield up our Souls to thee. 
They are beſt taught who are ſincerely 
concern'd to practice what they know; 
not thoſ- that have the ſtrongeſt Memories; 
or thoſe that can talk moſt; but thoſe that Z 
are truly diſpoſed ro obey and follow the TH 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. * 

3. None teaches like this great Prophet 


Diſciples to err, in Matters relating to 
their Salvation, 1/a. xxxv. 8. And an High- 
way ſhall be there, and a way, and it ſhall 
be called the May of Holineſs, the unclean hall 
not paſs over it, but it ſhall be for thoſe ;, the 
Way-faring Men, though Fools, ſhall not 
err therein. Thus, upon all Accounts, 
be teacheth to profit, lia. xlviii. 17. J am 
ine Lord thy God, that teacheth thee 10 frofit, 


woo 
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«bo leadeth thee by the way that thou ſhouldſt 
go. And ſo he does, in an eſpecial Man- 
rer, when he makes the Light of the Know- 
ledge of the Glory of God, in the Face of 
Jeſus Chriſt, to ſhine into the Heart, 2 
Cor. iv. 6. | 

4. Jeſus Chriſt is wonderful, as a Pro- 
phet, as he gives Repentance. Other Pro- 
= Apoſtles and Miniſters could preach 

epentance, but Chriſt himſelf alone car 
give Repentance, As v. 31. Him hathGod 
exalted, with his Right Hand, to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give Repentance to J, 
rael, and Forgiveneſs of Sins, Thus, tho 
many preach the Grace of God, yet there 
is but one Prophet that can give Grace; 
and that is Jeſus Chriſt. He can do it, and 
he does it; He is the Author and Finiſher 
of Faith, Heb. xii. 2. And it is of his Ful- 
neſs, all his Diſciples, in every Age, have 
been ſupplied; as you have their Witneſs, 
Jobn i. 16. Of all his Fulneſs have we all 
received, and Grace for Grace. 

5. Tho' he makes uſe of Inſtruments, 
by whom he is pleas'd to do his Work in 
the Churches; yet the Succeſs of the Go- 
ſpel-Miniftry, in Converſion of Sinners 
and Edification of Saints, is owing, in- 
tirely, to his own Power and Riches of 

Grace. 


Grace. *Tis he that makes them living 
Stones, and poliſhes them for the ſpiri- 
tual Building; he unites them to, and 
fixes them upon himſelf, as the only ſafe 
Foundation, and joyns them to himſelf, 
as the chief Corner-ſtone, by Faith ; and 
he puts them into the Building of the Go- 
ſpel Church; As ii. 47. The Lord added 
to the Church daily, ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. 


Nintily, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the 
wonderful Counſellor ; as he is the Wiſ— 
dom of God, ſa. xxviil. 29. He is won- 
derful in Counſel and excellent in Working, 
There are four or five Reaſons, why 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is called Wonder- 
ful Counſellor. 

1. Becauſe he was one in the Eternal 
Counſel, with the Father. He knowsall 
the ſecret Counſels of God, Zecb. vi. 12, 
13--- Behold the Man, whoſe Name is the 
Branch, and he ſball grow up out of his 
Place, and he ſhall build the Temple of the 
Lord; And he ſhall bear the Glory, and 


ſpall fit and rule upon his Throne, and be 


all be a Prieſt upon his Throne, and the 
Counſel of Peace ſhall be between them both. 
None knoweth the Father but the Son, 


and he, to whom the Son will reveal 
him, Matib. xi. 27. 2. He 
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2: He knows all the Secrets of the 
Hearts of Men. How vain are the cloſe 
Deſigns of impenitent Sinners? how like 
Fools do they act, they ſhur their own 
Eyes, that others may not fee them; 
they chooſe the Dark, to commit their 
Sin; that God inay not ſee them, P/al, 
xciv. 7. They work Wickedneſs, yet they 
fay the Lord ſhall not fee, neither ſball the 


Anſwer of God to ſich Atheiſts ; ver. 8. 
Underſtand, ye bruliſb among the People: 
And ye Fools, when will ye be wiſe? He tha! 
planted the Ear, or gave the Power of 
Hearing to others, Hall not he bear? Ile 
that formed the Eye ; or gave to others the 
Power of ſeeing ; ſhall not he ſee ? He that 
teacheth Men Know'edge, ſhall not he know? 
The Lord knoweth the T houghts of Man, that 
they are vanity, God dots not need the 
Medium of Light, as we do, to know 
what Men are doing, P/al. cxxxix. 11, 12. 
FI ſay, ſurely the Darkneſ ſhall cover me : 
Even the Night /hall be light about me. Tea, 
the Darkneſs hideth not from thee, but the 
' Night ſhineth as the Day: Darkneſs and 
Light are both alike to thee. 

© Tefus Chrift knows all Creatures, 
good and bad; for he made them, and ne 
2 upholds 
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God of Jacob regard it. Now Obſerve the 
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upholds them all; He knows the State, 
the Wants and Burdens of every one; 


e and he, as well knows how to re- 
o lieve every one, that makes Application 
to him for his Help. He knows how to 
* prevent Evils; or how to turn them into 
"1 good. 
5 2. As he knows all the Counſels of his 
bs” Enemies; ſo he can turn all the Evil Coun— 
J (cls, of wicked Men into Fooliſhne's, P/al. 
P xxxiii. 10, 11. The Lord bringeth the Coun- 
oP ſel of the Heathen to nougbt; He maketh the 
of Devices of the People of none Effet. Tbe 
75 Counſel of the Lord ſtandeth for ever, the 
8 thoughts of his Heart to all Generations. So 
bo God ſpeaks to wicked Men, Ja. viii. 10. 
F Take Counſel! together, and it ſhall come to 
at Nought, ſteak the Mord, and it ſhall not 
* ſtand, O how unwiſe are they, that at- 
ws tempt to overthrow the Building of God; 
that is founded on the Rock of Ages, ac- 
2 cording to everlaſting Counſel, Prov. xix. 
„ 21. There are many Devices in a Man's 
he Heart; Nevertheleſs, the Counſel of the 
ad Lord, that ſhall ſtand. Here's the Safety 
of the Church of Chriſt; the Counſels, 
5, the Purpoſes, the Promiſes, the Covenant 
bo and Love of God, and all his Acts of 
Ids Grace 
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nothing is difficult to him, 


Grace are like himſelf, unchangeable, 
Mal. iii. 6. I the Lord, change not; there- 
fore, ye Sons of Jacob, are not conſumed, 
Iſa. xiv. 32. What ſhall one then anſwer the 

Meſſengers of the Nation ? That the Lord 
bath founded Sion, and the poor of the Peot le 
ſhall truſt in it. Or betake themſelves to it, 
ſ[ſa. xliv. 25 He turneth wiſe Men back- 
wards, and maketh their Knowledge fooliſh, 
'The Fews thought, by putting of Chriſt 
to Death, that they ſhould, ar once, put 
an effectual Stop both to the Doctrines and 
Miracles of our Saviour, and then the 
Chriſtian Religion would fink and come 
to nothing. Bur this was the very way to 

romote the Chriſtian Religion, and in- 
creaſe the Number of Chriſt's Diſciples, 

John xil. 32. And 1, if I be lifted up from 
the Earth, that is upon the Croſs, will 
draw all Men unto me. 

4. Jeſus Chriſt is ſuch a wonderful Coun- 
ſellor, that he needs to take Counſel of 
none. The Kings of the Earth have their 
Counſellors to adviſe with, in difficult Af- 
fairs: And [with Men] in the Multitude of 
Counſellors there is Safety, Prov. xi. 14. 
But Jeſus Chriſt needs no ſuch thing: For 
Fer. XxXXIi. 27. 
Bebold, ſays he, I am the Lord, the God 4 

a 
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all Heſb; is there any thing too hard for 
me? | 

5. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt gives his Peo- 
ple all needful Counſel, in the moſt dif- 
ſicult and weighty Aﬀairs, P/al. xvi. 7. 1 
will bleſs the Lord, who hath given me Coun- 
ſel: my Reins alſo inſtrufF me in the Night- 
Seaſon. What to believe; what to chooſe; 
how to worſhip, and how to live. Theſe 
are ſumm'd up, Pſal. Ixxiii. 24. Thou Halt 
guide me with thy Counſel, and afterward 
receive me to Glory. 

Uſe 1. Be very thankful to this great 
Prophet for the Gofpel-Revelation ot his 
Will. For want of this Viſion the People 
periſh, Prov. xxix. 18. Where there is no 
Viſion, the People periſh. Bl:ſſed are they 
that know the joyful Sound, they ſhall walk, 
O Lord, in the Light of thy Countenance. In 
thy Name (hall they rejoyce all the Day: and 
in thy Righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted, 
Pſal. Ixxxix. 15, 16. They that have not 
thenoly Scriptures, muſt needs beStrangers 
to God's way of Salvation of Sinners, by 
Jeſus Chriſt: For the Light of Nature 
can never diſcover Chriſt and his perfect 
Righteouſneſs. The natural Man receiv- 
eth not the things of the Spirit of God ; for 
they are Fooliſhneſs unto bim; neither can be 
know 
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kuow them ! becauſe they are ſpiritually dif. 


cerned, 1 Cor. 11. 14. This is the Condition 95 

of all that have not che Li ht of the Goſ- 
pel: becauſe all the natural Light that de 
Men have, or how well ſoever it may be he 
improv'd, it is too ſhort to diſcover Jeſus 2 
Chriſt, his Undertakings, his Purchaſe of 
and Benefits, or the Sinners way to the Fa- ” 
ther and to Eternal Life by him. 8 
e 2. If you would have ſaving Bene- [F 
fit by Jeſus Chriſt, you muſt come to " 4, 
hip, as the great Prophet of the Church, 0 
vith humble and teacheable Minds, de- 7 
firing to know, and ſincerely diſpoſed to 97 
do his Will. Pray for his Teaching, that + 
he would ſhew thee the Secrets of Wiſdom, I, 
Job xi. 6. What I ſve not, teach thou me, " 
Job xxxiv. 32, Teach me thy way, O Lord, d 
and I will walk in thy Truth, Plal. Ixxxvi. FE 
11. Shew me thy ways, O Lord, teach me 3 
thy Paths, lead me in thy Truth and teach 1 6 
me, Plal. xxv. 4. 5. And this ſhould be fi 
pour Care, as long as you live, Adds ix.6. 7 
Lora, what wil: thou have me to do? Aſk l 
= him to write his Laws in thy Heart. To b 
give thee a ſanctified Knowledge of his f 


Will; to work in thy Heart a ſincere Love 
to the Word of God; an Approbation ofit, 


as 
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as a moſt neteſſary Rule of Faith, Wo 8 
ſnip ang Life. 
U, 3. Reft your Souls upon this 
der ful Counſellor, the Lord 
he is a fit Foundation for the Faith, Reſt 
and Hope of his People. He is the Rock 
of Ages. He is a ſure Foundation, Ifatah 
xxviit, 16. Bebold, ſays, God, I lay in 
Sion, for a Foundation, a Stone, a tried 
Stone, a precious Corn-r-ſtone, a ſure Foun- 
dation, he that believeth ſhall not make haſte. 
Or, as the Apoſtle has explain'd it, he 
ſhall not be confounded, 1 Pet. ii. 6. And - 
other Foundation.can no Man lay, than that 
is laid, which is Feſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. in. 11. 
Ic is true, that this is the very Foundation, 
and Corner ſtone, which the unwiſe Buit- 
ders rejected, but God has made him the 
Head-ſtone of the Corner; the Strength 
and Beauty of the ſpiritual Houſe, Hal. 
cxvnii. 22, 23. The Stonewhich the Builders re- | 
fuſed, is become the Head tone of the Corner. 
This is the Lord's doing, it is marvel- 
lous in our Eyes, Have a care of ſtum- 
bling at this Stone; or entertaining Pre- 
judices againſt his Doctrines and Ordi- 
Dances; and don't leave him out of your 
Religion, He that ſtumbleth on this 
Stone ſhall be broken; but on whomſo- 
ever 
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ever he ſhall fall, as an Enemy, he ſhall 


grind them to Powder. It was ſaid of 
Jobn the Baptiſt, that he was more than a 
Prophet, Matth. xi. 9. Sure this is true 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the Lord of all the Pre- 
phets ; the Eternal Son of God. 

Uſe 4. You have heard of the wonder. 
ful Things that Jeſus Chriſt does. for the 
Souls. of his People, in order to Salva- 
tion; as he is the wonderful Counſellor, 
Be faithful to thy own Soul, and ask thy- 
ſelf, what he has done, in an eſpecial 
Manner for thee. What ſpecial Benefit 
haſt thou received from Jeſus Chriſt, as 
the great Prophet of the Church? Has 
he opened thine Eyes? Canſt thou ſay, 
whereas I was blind, now I ſee. I have 
ſeen myſelf a loſt Sinner, in a periſhing 
Condition; poor and miſerable, and 
blind and naked. And from this Sight, 
1 have been humbled and emptied of 
Truſt and Hope in myſelf, and my own 
Righteouſneſs. I have alſo ſeen Jelus 
Chriſt, the King, in his Beauty, and in 
his Fulneſs of Grace; ſuch a one as be- 
came us; and have choſen him for my 
Lord, as well as my Saviour; I have re- 
ceived him as the Gift of the Father, and 
his own Gift, and I have left my ow. 

al 


ilk 
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and all it's eternal Concerns in his 
Hands, as able to ſave to the uttermoſt, 
them that come unto God by him, I 
have come, and I do come to him, for 
all that my Soul wants; my Food, my 
Clothing, my Strength, my Comfort and 
my Hope of Glory, I conclude, then, 
that I am effectually, profitably taught 
by him. He has ſhewn me his Covenant, 
and I have laid hold of it, and given up 
myſelf to be the Lord's, deſiring never 
to draw back. Has this Prophet written 
his Laws in thy Heart? Doſt thou love 
the Word of God; and delight in the 
Laws of God? Has he made thee wil- 
ling, in the Day of his Power, to part 
with all known Sin; to ſubmit to his 
Righteouſneſs, and art thou willing,. in 
all things, to be governed by Jeſus 
Chriſt? Has he brought thee to ſincere 
Repentance for Sin, to hate and forſake 
it, and turn from Sin to God? And doſt 
thou cleave to the Lord with Purpoſe of 
Heart, to yield new Obedience to him; 
attempting to do all in the Strength of 
the Lord Jeſus? Then you may conclude 
that you have been effectually taught, by 
this great Prophet. | | 


Uk 


e 5. Be very thanktul to lim for his 
efficacious Inſtruction. Many of your 
Fellow-creatures never had ſo much as 
the Means of it. And many that have 
enjoy'd the Goſpel and the Miniſtry of it, 
have their Eyes yet cloſed ; that ſeeing 
they ſee not, and hearing they hear not; 
= have the Notion, but are ſtrangers to 
the Grace of God. They have ho Heart-' 
affecting Senſe of their Danger, Guilt and 
Miſery; therefore are not truly concern'd 
to look after Help for their Souls, in God's 
only way of Salvation, which is by apply- 
ing to, receiving of, and reſting upon the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by Faith, Bleſſed are 
your Eyes, for they ſee 3. to you it is gi- 
ven to know the Myſteries of the King- 
dom of God, by happy Experience of di- 
yine Power and Grace upon your Souls. 
Uſe 6. Take the utmoſt Care to live a- 
greeable to this rich, free and diſtinguiſh- 
ing Grace and Goodneſs of God in Chriſt 
towards you. Have you ſpiritual Benefit, 
under this great Prophet? take Care to 
honour him, by leaving your Souls and 


honour him in keeping cloſe to his Word 
and Ordinances ; and honour him, by a 
careful Imitation of his Example, Fob» 
XII. 


. %..# 


all their eternal Concerns ' in his Hands; 
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low me; and where I am, there ſhall alſo 
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xii, 26. If any Man ſerve me, let him fol- 


my ſervant be: If any Man ſerue me, bim 
will my Father honour, Such ſhall have 
the Honour of the Preſence of God and of 


Jeſus Chriſt, Jobn xiv. 23. Fa Man love : 


me, he will keep my Words; and my Fail er 


will love him, and we will cone — him, 
and make our Abode wit him. And he will 


honour them, by taking them home to 


himſelf, N where he is, there they may 
be alſo, ver. 3. 1 z0 70 prepare a Place for 
you, and 1 will come again, and receive you 
to myſelf, that where. 1 am, there; ye nav be 
alſo. If wer look for ſuch things g. what 
manner of Perſons ought we to he, in all 
holy Converſation. and, Gadlivels, I. John 
li. 3. Mben he fall apprar, we Hall be 
like bim: Fur wwe ſhall. ſee kim as be is. He 
that hath this Hope in him,” purifreth him ſelf, 
even as he is pure, Hope of Heaven, with- 
out Care about Holineſs, as Meetneſs for 
it, is vain Preſumption and Deluſion, „Heb. 
xii. 14. Follow Peace with' all Men, and 


Holineſs, without which nd Man ſhall. fee 
the Lord. | 
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VV 
SERMON V. 
18 A. IX. 6. 


Unto us 4 Child is born, unto us a Son 

is given, and the Government ſhall 
be upon bis Shoulder; and his 
Nane ſhall be called Wonderful, 
Counſellor, the Mighty God, the 
everlaſting O's the Prince of 
Peace. 


H E laſt Words of our Text now 
fall under our Conſideration, The 
Prince of Peace, and theſe are to be ſup- 
plüy'd with ſome other Words in the Text, 
tmus, His Name ſhall be called the Prince of 
Peace. I take theſe Words to be a De- 


Nam of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the 
great 
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great high Prieſt of the Church: For it is 
as our Prieſt that he made our Peace with 
God. 

There are two Parts of the Work of 
Chriſt, as our High- Prieſt. 


Fir, To offer Sacrifice, and hereby 
to make Atonement for Sin. 


Secondly, To make Interceſſion, thro” 
the Blood of his Sacrifice, 

We have both theſe mention'd in one 
Verſe, Ia. liii. 12. He bath poured out his 
Soul unto Death — and be bare the Sins of 
many, and made Interceſſion for the Tranſ- 


greſſors, 

5 

a Fir, One Partof the Work ofour Lord 

j Jeſus Chriſt, as our High Prieſt, was to 

f offer Sacrifice, and: to make Atonement 
for Sin——And in this Part of his Work, 
there are many things wonderful, accord- 
ing to the Character of him, in che Text. 

6 I. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt was the Prieſt, 

be the Sacrifice, and the Altar that Sanctified 

the Gift. Theſe were all diſtinct, under 


the Law; but they all meet in Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


E _ (1,) Jeſus 


3 
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(1.) Jeſus Chriſt is our great High-Prieſt, 
A Prieſt, under the Law, was one that 
offered Sacrifice, Heb. viii. 3. Every 
Prieſt is ordain'd to offer Gifts and Sacrifices, 
And Jeſus Chriſt, being called of God to 
the Office of a Prieſt; Heb. v. 5, 6, 10. 
He alſo muſt haveſomething to offer. And 


we, as well as the Hebrews, are called to 


conſider him, under this Character, Heb, 


iii. 1. Wherefore holy Brethren, conſider the 


Apoſtle and High-Prieft of our Profeſſion, 


Chriſt Zeſus. That is, conſider how far 
he excelled all the Prieſts, under the 
Law, 

{ 1.] They were but a Shadow of Jeſus 
Chriit the Subſtance; and their Sacrifices, 
but a Shadow of the one Offering of Jeſus 
Chriſt, The rich and coſtly Garments of 
their High- Prieſt, were but a faintShadow 


of the moſt excellent Endowments of our 


great High- Prieſt. And Holineſs written 
upon their Foreheads, was bur a viſible Re- 
ſemblance of the perſect Purity of Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, in Nature and Life. They bore 


the Names of the Children of J/rael upon 
their Breaſts, on the outſide of their Gar- 
ments; Jeſus Chriſt bears them upon bis 
very Heart. Their Work was to make 
typical Atonement, but Jeſus Cn 
OM made 
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made real Atonement for Sin. They 
made Interceſſion in the holy Place made 
with Hands; but Jeſus Chriſt does it in 
Heaven, 

[2.] The High-Prieſts, under the Law, 
were Sinners; therefore needed to offer 
firſt for their own Sins, and then for the 
People. Our Lord Jefus Chriſt had no 
Need to offer for himſelf, being without 
Sin of Nature or Lite, Heb, vii. 26. Such 


an High- Prieft became us,who is boly, barm- 


leſs, undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners, and 
made higher than the Heavens. Who need- 
eth not daily, as thoſe Higb- Prieſts, to offer 


up Sacrifice, firſt for his own Sins, and then 
for the People 


[3.] The Prieſts, under the Law, of- 


fered the Blood of Beaſts ; but the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt offered his own Blood, Heb. 
Ix. 12. Neither by the Blood of Goats and 
Calves, but by his own Blood, he entered in 
once, into the holy Place, having obtained 
eternal Redemption for us, ver. 14. How 
much more ſhall the Blood of Chriſt, who 
through the eternal Spirit, offered himſelf, 
without Spot, to God, purge your Conſcience 


rom dead Works to ſerve the living God, 1 


Pet. i. 18, 19. For as much as ye know, that 


ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, i 


F, 2 | as 
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as Silver and Gold, from y ur vain Conver- 

ſalion; but di hibe precious Blood of Chriſt, 

a5 a Lamb, wilbout Blemiſh and without 
S7ot. 

[4.] The Priefts, under the Law, of- 
fered their Sacrifices often, becauſe of their 
Imperſection, cb. x. 1. Fer the Law, the 
ceremonial Law, having a ſhadow of good 
things Io come, and not the very Image ef the 
things, can never with thoſe Sacrifices, which 
bey offered, Year by Year, continually, make 
the comers thereunto perfect. But Jeſus 
Chriſt, by his one Offering, perfected for 
ever them that are ſanctified, Heb, x. 10. 
We are ſanctified through the Offering of 
the Body of Chriſt once tor all. Or once 
and no more. He needed not to offer him- 

ſelf a ſecond Time. 
SE þ[5.] The Prieſts under the Law were in 

their Office but a little while, Heb. vii. 23. 
And they truly, were many Prieſts be— 
cauſe they were not ſuffer'd to continue, 

by reaſon of Death. They had their Pre- 
deceſſors and their Succeſſors; ſome that 
went before them ; and ſome thar came 
after them, in the ſame Office ; But Jeſus 
Chriſt had none before him, neither. ſhall 
any come after him, in this Office, Heb. 

vil, 
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vii. 24. But this Man, becauſe be continueib 
ever, hath an Unchangeable Prieſthood. 

[6.] The Prieſts under the Law, were 
conſecrated, by applying material Oyl to 
ſome Parts of their Body ; the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt was anointed with the Oyl of Glad- 
neſs above his Fellows, P/al. xlv. 7. That 
is, with the rich Endowments of the Spirit, 
without Meaſure, John iii. 34. God giveth 
net the Spirit by Meaſure unto him. 

[7.] The Prieſts under the Law, made 
but a typical Atonement, for the Sins of 
the People; but Jeſus Chriſt made real 
Atonement for Sin, Heb. x. 11, 14. 


(2.) The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is not only 


our High- Prieſt, but he was the Offering 


and Sacrifice for the Sins of his People. 
The Prieſts under the Law did not offer 
their own Bodies; but Jeſus Chriſt offer'd 
himſelf, Heb. ix. 26. But now, once in the 
End of the World, hath he appeared to put 
away Sin, by the Sacrifice of himſelf, Gal. 1. 
4. 2 gave himſelf for our Sins, that is his 
Soul and Body, his whole human Nature, 
T/a. liii. 10. oy hou ſhalt make his Soul an 
Offering for Sin, 1 Pet. ii. 24. Who, bis 
own ſelf, bear our Sins in his own Body, on 
the Tree. The Sacrifices under the Law 


were ſome living Creatures, ſet in the 


E 3 Room 
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Room and Stead of the Sinner; ſo was the ky 
Lord JeſòxChriſt ſet as a Surety in the R 
Room of his People. The Sins of the ſa 
Perſon that brought the Offering were fo 
charg'd upon the Head of the Victim, or R 
Creature to be offer'd, Lev. i. 4. And be In 
Hall put his Hand upon the Head of the burnt to 
=_ Offering, and it ſball be accepted for him, to WI 
make Atonement for kim, Chap. iv. 4. And no 

be ſhall bring the Bullock to the Door of the Wi 
Tabernacle of the Congregation before the as 
Lord, and ſhall lay his band upon the Bul- Ri 
lock's Head, and kill the Bullock before 'the If « 
Lord. This Act of charging the Sins of co 
the Offerer upon the Sacrifice, did not for 
make the thing offered to become a Sin- he 
ner; but then it ſtood in the Room of the for 

= Sinner, and muſt ſuffer for him, whoſe La 
W ' Sins it bare, and the Life of that Beaſt Sp 
= muſt go for the Life of the Man. Thus hit 
God the Father ſet the Lord Jeſus Chriſt but 

in the Room and Stead of his People; and brt 
charged their Sins upon him, as their Su- the 
rety, Laa. liii. 6. The Lord laid upon him By 

the Iniquity of us all, And ſo the Lord Je- di 

ſus Chriſt is ſaid 70 bear our Iniquity, that is in 
by Imputation, 2 Cor. v. 2 1. For he hath Er 
made him to be Sin [that is, an Offering and fic 


Sacrifice for Sin] for us, who, himſelf, 
0 knew 
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tnew no Sin, that we might be made the 
Righteouſneſs of God in bim. The very 
ſame way that Jeſus Chriſt was made Sin 
for us; believing Souls are made the 
Righteouſneſs of God in him ; that 1s, by 
Imputation. As Jeſus Chrift did nothing 
to procure the Guilt, that lay upon him, 
when he ſuffer'd for his People; ſo we do 
nothing to prepare that Righteouſacſs, by 
which we are juſtified before God. Bur 
as our Sins were imputed to him, ſo is his 
Righteouſneſs iinputed to them that believe. 
If our Sins hid not been imputed to him, he 
could not have been liable to Puniſhmei t 
for Sin; for he had none of his own, When 
he ſuffer'd for our Sins, He dyed the ju /t 
for the Unjuſt, the holy one of God, 1 
Lamb of God, without Blemiſh and wither t 
Spot. Thus Meſhah was cut off, but not for. 
himſe!f, Dan. ix. 26. Not for his own Sins, 
but he was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions and 
bruiſed for our Iniquities, And thus he was 
the Propitiation for our Sins, 1 John ii. 2. 
By all which we learn, that Jeſus Chriſt 
did not ſuffer, only as our Example, but 
in our Room. There were many great 
Ends of Chriſt's offering himſelf in Sacri- 
fice in the Room and Stead of his People. 


E 4 [1.] To 
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[1.] To ſatisfy divine Juſtice; to pay 
our Debts; to purchaſe our Lives; to 
ſet us free from Curſe, Condemnation and 
Death. The offended, injured God, muſt 
have Satisfaction, either from the Perſon 
that ſinned, or from his Surety: For God 
muſt be juſt to himſelf, and to his holy 
Law, as well as be juſt to his Creatures ; 
but through the Obedience and Death of 
Chriſt, God can be juſt, and the Juſtifier 
of them that believe in Jeſus, Rom. iii. 26, 
2. ] Jeſus Chriſt died that he might re- 
concile us to God, 1 Pet. 11. 18. For Cbriſt 
hath alſo, once ſuffered for Sin, the juſt for 
the unjuſt, that he might bring us to God, He 
= procured our Peace, by the Blood of his 
= Croſs, Eh. ii. 16. And that he might re- 
| - concile both | Jews and Gentiles] unto God, 
Through himſelf as our Surety, Mercy and 
Truth are met together, Righteouſneſs and 
Peace have kiſſed each other, Pal. Ixxxv. 
10. Juſtice and Mercy are reconciled in 
the Salvation of them that believe. 
[3.] Jeſus Chriſt died, to prepare for 
himſelf a Pleain Heaven, as an Interceſſor 
for his People, that he might preſent be- 
fore the Throne of Glory, his All-ſufficient 
Merits# Thus the Blood of Chriſt ſpeaks 
better things than that of Abel, Heb xii. 24. 


[4] Jeſus 


holy God. Some think that they can 
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[4.] Jeſus Chriſt died, that the Virtue 
of his precious Blood might be apply'd to 
the Souls of his People, tor their Sanctifi- 
cation, Heb, ix. 14. How much more ſball 
the Blood of Chriſt, who through the E- 
ternal Spirit, offered himſeif, without Spot 
to God, purge your Conſcience from dead 
Works, to ſerve the living God. That 1s, 
to take away both the Guilt and Defile- 
ment of Sin; and theſe are called dead 
Works, becauſe they are Fruits of ſpiri- 
tual Death, that came in by the Fall, or 
the firſt Sin of the firſt Man; and becauſe 
they will end in Eternal Death, if the 
Blood of Chriſt is not apply'd to the Soul. 
Here we are told, that one End of purging 
our Conſciences from dead Works, is to fit 
them for the Service of the living God. Un- 
holy Souls are unfit for the Service of the 


purge their own Conſciences, and make 
themſelves better, by their after good 
Works, and religious Duties; but it is 
only ihe Blood of Feſus Chriſt that can cleanſe 
from all Sin, 1 John i. 7. 
C.] Jeſus Chriſt died that he might per- 
feet for ever them that are ſanctifed. In 
which Expreſſion are imply'd ; 


E 5 [1. The 
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[I. The Gofpel-Diſpenſation, as to its 
Doctrines and Worſhip, is now ſettled. 
And is never to be changed to the End of 


the World. Theſe are ſome of the things 


that cannot be ſhaken, therefore muſt re- 
main, as they now are, without any Al- 
teration, Heb. xii. 27. 

[ 2. Believers are perfected, through the 
one Offering of Chriſt, as they ſtand com- 
pleatly juſtified, before God, through the 
perfect Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, im- 
= to them and received by Faith a- 
one; and they Hall næver come into Con- 
demnation, John v. 24. 

[3. Believers are perfected for ever, 
through the one Offering of Chriſt, as they 
are ſet free from the Power and Dominion 
of Sin; for Sin ſhall no more have Dominion 
over them, Rom. vi. 14. 

[4. Believers are perfected, by the Sa- 
crifice of Chriſt, as they are now become 
the Sons of God, through Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus ; Jobn i. 12. As many as received him, 
zo them gave he Power to become the Sons of 
God; even as many as believed on his Name, 
And they ſhall continue in that Relation 
for ever. | 
5. Believers are perſected for ever, 


through the Death of Chriſt, as they are 
intereſted 
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intereſted in all the Bleſſings of the New 
Covenant ; the ſure Mercies of David ; 
and ſhall never be turned out of Covenant: 
For it is an everlaſting Covenant, ordered in 
all things and ſure, 2 Sam. xxili. 5. 

[6. Believers are perfected for ever, 
through the one Offering of Chriſt, as the 
have Liberty of Acceſs, to God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, as on a Throne of Grace, 
Heb. x. 19 Having therefore, Brethren, 
boldneſs to enter into the holt-ſt by the Blood 
of Jeſus; by a new and living way, Thich 
he hath conſecrated for us, throuzh the Vail, 
that is, to ſay his Fleſb; and having an bigb- 
Prieſt over the Houſe of God, let us draw 
near, with full Aſſurance of Faith. 

b Believers are perfected for ever 
thro' the Death of Chri, as Heaven it» 
ſelf is a Poſſeſſion, purchaſed by his Death, 


Epb. i. 14. And all Believers are Heirs of 
it thro? Chriſt, and with him Rom. viii. 


17. and ſhall never loſe their Title to it. 


[6.] Another great End of the Death 
of Chriſt was, that he might come and 
preach Peace to Men, by the Goſpel, Eph. 
ll. 17. And came and preached Peace lo you, 
Sinners of the Gentiles, that were afar off, 
and to them that were nigh, that is, to the 
Jeus: For tho' they had the N 
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Will of God in their Hands ; they need- 
ed the Power of Divine Grace on their 
Hearts, as much as the Gentiles. But 
there had been no preaching Peace, by 
the Goſpel, if Jeſus Chriſt had not firſt 
-purchaſed Peace, by the Blood of his Croſs. 
[7] Jeſus Chriſt died that he might bring 
his People into an Eſtate of Peace with 
God, by bringing them to Faith in his 
Blood, or in his Righteouſneſs, Rom. v. I. 
Being juſtified by Faith, we have Peace with 
God thro* our Lord Feſus Chriſt. - | 
[8. ] Chriſt died, that he might leave 
with all his ſincere Diſciples, the Legacy 
of Peace, in their own Souls, John xiv. 17. 
Peace 1 leave with you, my Peace I give un- 
fo you, not as the World giveth, give J unto 
you, John xvi. 33. Theſe Things?bave Iſpo- 
ken unto you, that in me ye might have Peace, 
inthe World ye ſhall have Tribulation but; be 
of good Cheer, I bave overcome the World. 
[9.] Jeſus Chriſt died, that, as a Prince 
of Peace, he might make Peace between 
Jews and Gentiles ; taking down the middle 
Wall of Partition, that was between them, 
baving aboliſhed in his Fleſh, the Enmity, 
even the Law of Commandments, contained 
in Ordinances, for to make in himſelf of 
$10ain, one new Man, ſo making Peace -_ 
| 9 
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- that be might reconcile both to God, in one 
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Body, by the Croſs, having ſlain the Enmity 
thereby, Eph. ii. 14, 15, 16. That now, 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and 1n the great Concerns 
of Salvation, and in the Goſpel Church, 
there is neither Jew nor Greek, &c. Gal. 
iii, 28. for they are all one in Chriſt. 
Men are not to be conſider'd as Jews or 
Gentiles ; but as Believers in Chriſt, Men 
are not nearer the Kingdom of Heaven, by 
being the fleſhly Seed of Abraham ; net- 
ther are they further off by being Gez/tles, 
according to the Fleſh. 

Thus I have ſhewn, that Jeſus Chrift 
was our Sacrifice; as well as our High 
Priett. | 

(3.) Jeſus Chriſt was alſo the Altar that 
ſanctified his one Offering. Jeſus Chrift 
is the Golden Altar, Rev. viii. 3. And a- 
nother Angel came and flood at the Altar, 
baving a Golden Cenſer, and there was given 


unto him much Incenſe, that he ſhould offer 4 | 
it, with the Prayers of all Saints, upon the | 


Golden Altar, which was before the Throne. 
Jeſus Chriſt, with his Merits, is this Gol- 
den Altar; but when we ſay, that he was 


the Altar, that ſanctified the Gift, of his 


one Offering, the meaning is; that it was 
the Divine Nature of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
which 
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which gave Value to it, Heb, ix. 14. He 
offered himſelf through the Eternal Spirit. 


human Nature with his divine Perſon — 
That's one of the many wonderful things, 
in our. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as our great 
High- Prieſt; that he was Prieſt, Sacrifice 
and Altar. 

2. There are many things wonderſul in 
the ſulferings of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Tf 
we conlider the Perſon that ſuffered ; the 

reatneſs of his ſufferings, eſpecially from 
the Juſtice-of God; and for whom he ſuf- 
fered all thoſe things, both in Soul and 
Body; and what are the bleſſed Fruits of 
all. For Brevity ſake I may comprize all 
under the following ſhort particulars, 

(I.) It was wonderful, that he who had 
Life in himſelf, and gave Life to all in 
Heaven and Earth, himſelf ſhould become 
obedient unto Death, even the Death of the 
Croſs, Ph. ii. 8. A ſhameful, a painful, a 
curſed Death, that his People might have 
ſpiritual and Eternal Life through him, 
AA, iii. 15. They killed the Prince of Life, 
whom God railed from the Dead. 

(2.) It is wonderful, that Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhould be the Perſon that was ye of 
| in, 


hat is, the Infinite Value of Chriſt's one 
Offering aroſe from the cloſe Union of the 
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Sin, as he was God; and the Perſon that 
made Satisfaction to divine Juſtice, as he 
was God- Man. For ſo we are to conſider 
him, as Mediator between God and Man; 
a Child born, a Son given; yet the Migh- 
ty God, the Everlaſting Father. Here's 
a wonderful Myſtery, now broken up, 
by the Goſpel-Revelation. And which is 
to be, for ever, admired by Angels and 
Men, 2 Pet. i. 12. Which things the Angels 
deſire to look into, It was wonderſul, that 
the righteous Law-Giver, whoſe Laws 
had been broken by Men, ſhould bear 
the Puniſhment due to Sinners, for the 
Breach of his own Laws. Here may we 
ſay, asthe Apoſtle did, upon another Ac- 
count, Rom. X1. 33. O the Depth of the 
Riches both of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of 
God! how unſearchable are his Judgments 
and his ways paſt finding out : For who hath 
known the Mind of the Lord, or who hath 
been his Counſellor * 1 
(3.) It was wonderful, that the Judge 
of all the Earth, ſhould himſelf be con- 
demned to Death, Pſal. cx. 7. He Hall 
drink of the Brook in the way; the Cup of 
Tears and Blood; the Wormwood and 
the Gall. The Cup of the Wrath of God. 
Divine Wrath preſſed down his Soul; Seas 


* 
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of divine Vengeance overwhelmed him, 
Pal. xlii. 7. All thy Waves and thy Billows 
are gone over me. 

(4.) It was wonderſul, the very Perſon, 
who was God over all, bleſſed for ever; 
ſhould be made a Curſe for us, Gal. iii. 13. 
Chriſt hath redeemed us from the Curſe of the 
Law, being made a Curſe for us. It was 
wonderful, that divine Juſtice ſhould ſeize 
on the Man that was God's Fellow, Zech. 
xiii. 7. Awake O Sword of the Lord ſof di- 
vine Juſtice] againſt my Shepherd, againſt 
the Man that is my Fellow ; my Equal, 
Phil. ii. 6. Who being in the Form of God, 
thought it not Robbery, io be Equal with God; 
but made himſ*lf of no Reputati n, and toot 
upon him the Form of a Servant, and was 
made in the Likeneſs of Men; and bein 
found in Faſhion as a Man, he humbled him- 
2H, and became Obedient unto Death, even 

the Death of the Croſs. | 

(35) It is wonderful, that he who was 
infinitely of more Value than a thouſand 
Worlds, ſhould die to ſave a loſt World. 
The holy one of God for Sinners, for E- 
nemies ; for Rebels, Rom. v. 8, 10. God 
commendeth his Love towards us, in that 
 avhile we were yet Sinners, Chriſt died for us, 
When we were Enemies, We were reconciled 


0 God, by the Death of his Son. (6.) 
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(6.) It was wonderful, that Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhould ſhed his own precious Blood, to 
prepare a Laver, to waſh his Pcople from 
their Sins, Zech. xiii. 1. In that Day there 


ſhall be a Fountain apened, to the llouſe of 


David, and the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, for 
Sin and for Unclearreſs. This Fountain is 
the Blood of Jeſus Chi iſt; nothing elſe can 
cleanſe from Sin, 1 70h i. 7. O how rich 
and free is the Love of Jeſus Chriſt. 

3. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is wonderful, 
as the High-Prieſt of the Church, with 
Regard to his Qualifications as moſt need- 
ful for us. 

(r.) He is a merciful and faithful High- 
Prieſt, Heb. ii. 17. merciful to Men, and 
faithful both to God and Men ; thus he 


was ſuch an High- Prieſt as became us; or 


ſuch a one as we needed, Heb. vii. 26. 

(2.) He can have compaſſion on the Ig- 
norant and ſuch as are out of the way, 
Heb, v. 2. 

[1.] He can have compaſſion on the Ig- 
norant ; ſuch as are ignorant of God, ſo 
as to bring them to the Knowledge of him, 
that they might pur their Truſt in him; 
and chooſe him for their God. And pities 
ſuch as are ignorant of Chriſt ; and brings 
them to the Knowledge of himſelf, which 

15 
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i Eternal Life, 


ohn xvii, 3. And he 
pities ſuch as are ignorant of themſelves, 


| their Miſery, their chiefeſt Intereſt, of 


the Neceſſity of the Work of Grace upon 
the Soul; and ignorant of the Imperfecti 
on of their own Righteouſneſs; ignoran- 


of the Neceſſity of Faith and Holineſs. He 


pities them ſo as to give them a Space of 
Repentance; He waits that he may be 
gracious, Ja. xxx. 18. He puts them 
under the Means of Grace; and gives 
them frequent Warning; he tells them the 
Danger of Sin, and of their preſent State 
and Practice. And he reaſons the Caſe 
with them, Ia. 1.18. Come now, and let 
#5 reafon together, ſaith the Lord, &c, Thus 


he pities the Ignorant, 


[2.] He can have Compaſſion on ſuch 
as are out of the way. Out of the way of 
Duty; having no Heart. to ſeek after 
God, or their own Mercies, Job xxi. 14. 
They ſay to God depart from us, we deſire not 
the Knowledge of his ways. And ſuch as are 
out of the way of Happineſs and Eternal 
Life. This is the Deſcription of ſuch as 
are in a State of Nature, Rom. ili. 12. 
They are all gone out of the way; they are 
together become Unprofitable ; there is none 


that ſeeketh after God, Thus, when Jeſus 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt beholds poor Sinners, at the Brink 
of Deſtruction, he plucks them as Brands 
out of the Burning, Zech. iii. 2. 

Uſe. Poor thoughtleſs Sinner, has the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt Compaſſion: on thee 3 
and wilt thou have no Pity on thy own 
Soul ? Chriſt's Bowels move towards poor 
periſhing Sinners; and wilt thou be cruel 
to thy own Soul? Thou art dropping into 
everlaſting Burnings, unleſs ſome Mighty 
Hand ſhall fave thee ; and wilt thou not 
cry out for Help ? Lord ſave us we periſh. 
Thou art now under Condemnation, if 
thou art a Chriſtleſs, graceleſs Soul; thou 
are condemned already, John in, 18. He 
that believeth is not condemned, but he that 
believeth not, is condemned already; becauſe 
be hath not believed in the Name of the Son of 
God, Is this thy Caſe ; and yet, wilt 
thou not ask the King's Pardon? It is free 
for every one that aſketh ſincerely, in the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt, But you act as if 
a Pardon from Heaven was not worth 
the aſking for. 

{3.] Jeſus Chriſt, in a particular Man- 
ner, pities his own weak Diſciples, under 
their Burdens, and Tryals, 

[I. If they are under a Senſe of Sin; he 


will not ſuffer them to nnn 
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He commin's his Miniſters to ſpeak com- 
fortably to them, 1/a. xl. 2. Speak ye com- 
fortably to Feruſalem, and cry unto ber, that 
ber Warfare is accompliſt'd; that ber Ini- 
guity is pardon'd. 5 

[2. It under great Afflictions; he has 
promiſed to be with them, Jg. xli. 10. 


thee, yea I will help thee, yea, I will upbold 
thee, with the right Hand of my Righteouſ- 


Waters, 1 will be with thee, and through the 


thou walkeſt through the Fire, thou ſhalt not 
be burnt, neither ſhall the Flames kindle upon 
thee. 

[3. If they are in ſtraits, he is ready to 
ſupply all their Wants, out of the riches 


ly to the Throne of his Grace, for Mercy and 
Grace to help in Time of need, Heb. iv. 16. 
[4. If they are tempted, he will ſuccour 
them, and not ſuffer them to betempted above 
that they are able; but with the Temptation, 
he will make a way of Eſcape, that they may 
be able to bear it, 1 Cor. x. 13. For we are 
aſſured, 


Fear, not. for I am with thee, be not diſ- 
mayed; for I amihy God, I will ſtrengthen + 


meſs, Ia. xliii. 1. Fear mnt, for I have re- 
deemed thee, I have called the by thy Name, 
thou art mine. When thou paſſeſt through the 


Rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee ; when 


of his Grace. He bids them to come bold- 
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aſſured, Heb. iv. 15. That we have nt an 
H gb Prieſt that cannot he touch-d with the 
Feeling of our Infirmilies ; but was, in all 
Points, tempted like as we are, yet without 
- Sin. And, Heb. ii. 18. That be ſuffered, 
being tempted, that he might be able to ſuccour 

x them that are tempted. And he has aſſured 
; them, that they ſhall have the Victory o- 
. ver the Tempter, and that ſpeedily, Rom, 
7 | xvi. 20, The God of Peace ſhall bruiſe Satan 


under your Feet ſhortly. 


4 (5. If they are encompaſſed with Ene- 
& mics, and expoſed to Danger; then he 
pr watches over them Day and Night, leſt 
4 any hurt them, Ja. xxvii. 3. He keepeth 
4 them as the Apple of his Eye, Deut. xxxii. 


a 10. He that toucheth you, toucheth the Apple 
- of bis Eye, Zech. ii. 8. 


85 [6. He can and will make Allowance 
8 for their remaining Weakneſs and Infirmi- 
ties, where the Soul is ſincere and upright 
1. with God. We have an Inſtance of this 
af in the Diſciples z Matth. xxvi. 41. When 
- Jeſus Chriſt was exceeding ſorrowſul, even 
. to Death; and was pouring out his Soul 
on in Prayer, his Difciples fel! aſleep ; ver. 
8 40, and after he had rous'd them up, and 
bn return'd from Prayer, he found them a- 


A lleep again; ver, 43. How juſtly 9 
21 the 
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the Diſciples have been angry with them- 
ſelves for this evil Frame; yet ſee what Al- 
lowance Jeſus Chriſt REA for their Weak- 
neſſes. The Spirit truly is willing, but the 
Fleſh is weak, T hus he conſiders our Frame, 
he remembers that we are but Duſt, Pſal, 
cui. 13, 14. 
4. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is wonderful, 
as the great High- Prieſt of the Church, as 
he can fave his People graciouſly. He is 
the Prince of Peace; or a Prince and a 
Saviour, As v. 31. He is exalted a Prince 
and a Saviour to give Repentance to Iſrael 
and Forgiveneſs of Sins, Zech. vi. 13. He 
Hall build the Temple of the Lord, and he 
ſhall bear the Glory, and ſhall fit and rule 
ufon his Throne, and he foal be a Prieſt up- 
on his Throne. 


He will ſave his People to the Glory of 


his Power; Heb. vii. 25. and to the Glory 
of his Grace, Eph. 11,8. We need to be in- 
form'd of both theſe Truths: For it would 


jeld little Comfort to convinced Sinners, 


to tell them, that Jeſus Chriſt was a Prince, 
or a glorious King, if they were not to 
hear alſo, that he is a Saviour: for his Great- 
neſs would make them the more afraid. 
But he is a Prince and a Saviour, or as in 


our Text, the Prince of Peace. And Jeſus 
Chrilt 
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Chriſt, this Prince of Peace, ſaves his People, 

(1.) As he brings them from Death to 
Life; and to an Eſtate” of Favour with 
God; for that is Life, P/al, xxx. 5. In 
his Favour is Life. And thus Jeſus Chriſt 
is the Prince of Life, Adds iii. 17. 

(2.) Jeſus Chriſt ſaves Sinners, as he 
gives them his Spirit of Grace and Holi- 
neſs, to convince of Sin and Miſery eſpe- 
7 of the Sin of Unbelief, John xvi. 8. 


When he is come, be ſhall reprove the World 
of Sin, of Righteouſneſs and Judgment; of 
Sin, becauſe they belive not on me. 

(3.) He faves them as he calls them by 
his Power and Grace; Gal i 15. — 1 

pleaſed God, who called me by bis Grace, to 
reveal his Son in me — 

(4.) He ſaves tl em, as he gives them 
Faith in himſelf, Eph. ii. 8. By Grace are 
je ſaved thro* Faith, and that — of hour- 
Go 's, it is the Gi/t of God. And ſo it the 
Gift of Chriſt, Heb. xii. 2. He ts the Author. 
and the Fin Her of Faith, 
| (5.) He faves them, as he delivers them 
from the Guilt of Sin, from Curſe and 
Condemnation, thro? his own Righteouſ- 
nels, imputed to them that believe, Rom. 
v. 18. Even ſo, by the Righteouſneſs of one, 


the free Gift came upon all Men to Fuſtifi- 
cation of Life. (6.) 
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( 6.) Jeſus Chriſt ſaves h 
delivers them from the Power and Domi- 
nion of Sin, and Captivity of Satan ; from 
the Prince of the Power of the Air, the Spi- 
rit, thut now worketh in the Children of Diſ- 
obedience, Eph. ii 2. from the Tyranny of 
the God of this World, John xvi. 11, And 
they ſhall come no more under their Do- 
minion, Rom. vi. 14. Sin hall not have 
Dominion over you. 

(7.) He ſaves them, as he ſanctifies their 
Souls; and reſtores his own Image upon 
them, which is done according to the pur- 
' poſe of God, Rom. viii. 29. For whom be 

did foreknow, he alſo did predeſtinate to be 
conformed to the Image of his Son— that is, 
in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 

(8.) He ſaves them, as he will bring 
them home to Glory. Or elſe he could 
not be ſaid to ſave them to the uttermoſt, 
Heb. vii. 25. But this is plain, in many 
other Scriptures, John x. 28. I give unto 
them eternal Life, and they ſhall never pe- 
riſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of my 
Hand. And all theſe things he does, 
as the Prince of Peace, or as he is in Ol- 
fice to ſave loſt Sinners, 


IST 


s People, as he 


'. 


Uſe Was Jelus Chriſt a Sacrifice for the 


Sins of his People, 


1. Behol& © 
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1. Behold and admire the rich and free 


Love of God the Father in the Gift of his 


Son for us, and then to us. God ſo loved 
the World, that he gave bis only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not 
periſh but have everlaſting Life, John 111.16, 

2. Behold the Condeſcenfion, Love and 
Pity of Chriſt, that he would undertake 
this great and difficult Work ; that he 
would ſet himſelf in the Room and Stead 
of loſt Sinners, and undergo fuch great 
things to bring about their Salvation. 

3. How ſhould every loving Diſciple of 
Jeſus Chriſt hate Sin, and labour after the 
Death of that which was the Occaſion of 
the Death of Chriſt: For our Sins were 
the Thorns, the Nails and Spear that 
wounded him, We ſhould crucify the 
Fleſh with the Affections and Luſts. And 
through the Spirit, mortify the Deeds of 
the Body, that we may live. 

4. Then Jeſus Chriſt is now able to ſave 
to the Uttermoſt, them that come unto 
God, by him : For he has gone through 
the moſt difficult Part of his Work, as 
Mediator; he has born the Wrath of God; 
he has paid the Debts of his People ; -he 
has ſatisfied divine Juſtice; He has 
brought in everlaſting Righteouſneſs ; he 
has overcome N and Powers; 


he 


— 
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he has purchaſed all the Bleſſings of the 
New Covenant; and even Eternal Life is 
a Purchaſed Poſſeſſion, through the Blood 
of Chriſt. Beſides, we may conſider the 
Condition, that Jeſus Chriſt is now in, at 
the right Hand of God, All Power in 
Heaven and Earth is given to him; and 
he has all Treaſures of Grace to beſtow on 
his Followers; and Heaven its ſelf is alſo 
at his Diſpoſal, Fobz xvil. 2. 

5. Pray for a clear Eye of Faith to be- 
hold Jeſus Chriſt as a Sacrifice for us; that 
„ou might be able to ſay, he loved me, 
and gave himſelf for me, Gal. 11. 20. Faith, 
to us, would be like the Tree to Zacheus, 
it would lift us up, above the Crowd, to 
ſee Jeſus, and we might quickly hear him 
lay, 1 am come lo larry at thy Houſe ; and 
this Day is Salvation come to thy Houſe. 


6. Take Care to give to Jeſus Ehriſt 


the Honour that is due to him, as the 
Prince of Peace. Are you ignorant go to 
him for Inſtruction; for none teacheth like 


him, Honour him, by truſting hint with 
the Care of your Souls, and all their eter- 


nal Concerns. Reſt on his Righteouſneſs, 
not on your own ; upon his one Offering, 
not on your Duties; upon Chriſt's Inter- 
ceſſion, not on your own. Prayers. Ho- 


/ nour him, by yielding ſincere Reſpect y | 
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all his Commandments ; own him as Lord 


and King; as a Prince, as well as a Sa- 
viour. Honour him, by a careful Endea- 
vour to imitate him, and follow his Ex- 


ample. Here's an excellent Pattern for 
me and thee. And he calls upon us to 
learn of him, Matth. xi. 29. How ready 


was he to pity the Weak, and ſuccour the, 


Tempted; how ready to relieve the needy 
and miſerable ; how ready to forgive In- 
juries; great and many Offences? How 
ready was he to ſtoop to the meaneſt ? 
have you ſo learned Chriſt? Thus I have 
done with the Conſideration of the firſt 
Part of Chriſt's Prieſtly Office, namely, 
his Offering of Sacrifice, to make Atone- 
ment for Sin; the other is to make Inter- 
ceſſion in Heaven for his Diſciples: and 
muſt be conſider'd in the next Sermon. 
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S ERMON VI. 
| 
ISA. IX. 6. | 
Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son | 
is given; and the Government ſhall c 
be upon his Shoulder ; and his Name , 
ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, : 
I 


the Mighty God, the. everlaſting 
Father, the Prince of Peace. 


1 
A M now to take Notice of the Second f 
Part of the Work of our Lord Jeſus 2 

Chriſt, as the great High-Prieſt of his a 

Church, and that is o make Interceſſion in [ 

Heaven for his People ; which is founded } 

upon his one Offering, Heb. vii. 25. Where- 3 7 

fore he is able to ſave them to the utter moſt, E 

that come to God by bim, ſeeing he ever liveib 1 

to make Interceſſion for them, 1 John ii. 1. E 

If any Man Sin ¶ through infirmity, unwil- p 

lingly ] we have an Advocate with the Father, 

Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, With bis Father, * 
| 5 therefore 


— 


— 
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therefore he will hear him; eſpecially ſee- 


ing he is Chriſt the righteous. And our 
Father, therefore he will hear him for us, 


Joon xx. 17. And he is ſaid to employ. 


imſelf always in this Work, he ever lives 


to make Interceſſion. Though he offered 


himſelf in Sacrifice once, and no more, 
becauſe by his one Offering he perfected 
for ever them that are ſanctified; yet, he 
will never have done making Interceſſion 
tor his People, 'till he ſhall have brought 
them all ſafe to Glory, And then be will 
deliver up the Kingdom to God, even the Ja- 
ther, and then God ſhall be all in all, 1 Cor. 
xv. 24. And as God the Father will alwa; s 
hear him, making Interceſſion for his Peo- 
ple; in this Senſe Jeſus Chriſt is the Prince 
of Peace, as he is a Prince with God, and 
prevails, as is ſaid of Jacob, Gen. xxxii. 


28. When Jeſus Chriſt was upon Earth 


he ſaid to the Father, in Audience of his 
Diſciples 3 John xi. 42. I know that thou 
heareſt me always. If the Father did ſo 
when he was making, Interceſſion upon 
Earth, may we not ſay, how much more 
now he is at the right Hand of God in the: 
Heavens. And the Reaſons lie exceeding 
plain, | 
1. Jeſus Chriſt aſks for nothing, now 
in Heaven but what he has purchaſed, and. 


F 2 paid 
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paid down the Price of his precious Blood 
for; and Heaven is the Court of Equity; 


there can be no miſtake, as to the Merits 
of the Cauſe, or of the Perſon, And there 


on the A'ccount of Chriſt's Merits, or his 
Suretyſhip. Righteouſneſs, God is ſaid 
to be juſt and the juſtifier of them that beleive 


Jeſus Chriſt; and juſt to his 'own Cove- 


not a Debt to us, but an Act of Grace. 
2. As Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, who is our 


of Heaven; ſo God the Father dearly 
loves thoſe that Jeſus Chrift 'makes Inter- 
cefſion for, Jobn xvi. 26, 27. At that Day 
ye ſhall aſk in my. Name: And T jay not _ 
ws that 1 will pray the Father for ) 
For the Father himſelf loveth you, becauſe ye 
Have loved me. 
. Whatſoever ſhall be granted 0 Jeſus 
Chriſt, for his Diſciples, will redound to 
the Glory of God in Chriſt, Joby xiv. 13. 
And whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in my Name, that 
' will I do, that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. Grace is not only needful for 
thee, but the more-Grace thou receiveſt, 
from Heaven, on Chriſt's Account, the 
more 


is no act of Injuſtice done; therefore, up- 


in Jeſus, Rom. iii. 26. Juſt to the Lord 


nant and Promiſe. But the fame act is 


Advocate, has great Intereſt i in the Court 


co w 
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more Glory redounds to the Author and 


Purchaſer of Grace. 


There are two-things that muſt now be 
enquired into. 

Fir, What is the Nature of Chriſt's 
Interceſſion in Heaven, or how the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt now makes Interceſſion there? 

Secondly, What is the Matter of Chriſt's 
Interceſſion, or what he makes Interceſſi- 
on for ? | 

Fir, What is the Nature of Chriſt's. 
kacercefian now in Heaven ; or how he 
makes Interceſſion for his People? 

1. To make Interceſſion is not to help 


them to pray for themſelves; or to teach 


them what to p prey for, or to draw out 
Grace, or holy A ctions, to exerciſe in. 
the Duty of Prayer: as is the Senſe of that 


Text, Rom. viii. 26, 27, Likewiſe the $pi- 


rit alſo belpetb our Infirmities; for we know 
not what we ſhould pray for, as we ought,. 
but the Spirit itſelf — 5 Interceſſion far us, 
— He maketh Interceſſion for the Saints, ac- 
cording to the Will of God. 

2, To make Interceſſion, in the Senſe 


of our Text, is for another to pray for us. 
Thus Jeſus Chriſt made Interceſſion for 


his People, when he was upon Earth. But 
let us obſerve, that theſe are vaſtly differ- 
ing one from the other. Jeſus Chriſt 

F 4 makes 
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makes Interceſſion in Heaven; the Spirit 
of God on Earth ; Jeſus Chriſt does it 
without us; but the Spirit of Grace does 
It within us; that is in the Hearts of his 
People. Jeſus Chriſt makes Interceſſion, 
as hepleads for them, or pleads the Merits 

of his Obedience and Death ; the Spirit of 
Grace, makes Interceſſion, as he helps the 
_ Diſciples of Chriſt ta pray for themſelves; 
helping-to ſuitable Matter, or things a- 
greeable to the Will of God, and drawing 
out Grace to it's Exerciſe ; and giving ho- 
ly Affections, in the Duty of Prayer. Je- 
fus Chriſt pleads -the Merits of his own 
Blood, or of his Obedience and Death, as 
a Surety for his People; and thus the 
Blood of Chriſt is ſaid 0 ſpeak better things 
than that of Abel, Heb. xii. 24. The Spi- 
rit of Grace makes Interceſſion, as he helps 
the Diſciples of Chriſt to plead the Pro- 
miſes of God in Chriſt ; and the free Grace 
of God, through the Merits of Jeſus 


Secondly, We are now to conſider the 
Matter of Chriſt's Interceſſion, now in 
Heaven, or what he makes Interceſſion 
for. I think we may learn much, from 
the Matter of Chriſt's Interceſſion, for his 
People when he was upon Earth. We 
have a very clear Diſcovery of this, Join 

xvii. 


c 
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xvii. with ſome other Places, which 


ſhall mention. I ſhall ſingle out ſome 


Verſes of that Chapter, which may ſerve,. 
as a Specimen, to make up the Anſwer, 


to the Queſtion, now propounded: 


1. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt made Inter- 
ceſſion, that poor barren Profeſſors might: 
not be cut down; but be ſpared a little lon- 

er, under the means of Grace; Luke xiii. 
8, 9. He ſpake alſo this Parable, a certain 
Man had a Figg-tree planted in bis Vinyard 
[God, by his Providence, placed ſome 


Perſons under the Goſpel-Miniſtry] and A 


he came and fought Fruit thereon | God ex- 
pects good Fruit, Fruits of Reformation, 
Repentance, Faith and Holineſs, from 
ſuch as are under the Means of Grace] a 
he found none. Then ſaid he to the Dreſſr 
of the Vineyard, behold, I come theſ: three 
Years, ſeeking Fruit on this Fig iree, and 
find none. Pray conſider how ſinful it is, 
and how provoking to God, that though 
ſome of you have been more than three 
Times three Years, under the Means of 
Grace; yet God has found no good Fruit 
in ſome of your Hearts and Lives, Have 
you reformed your evil Practices, or do 
you hold on in your Works of Darkneſs? 
It may be ſome of you will fay, we hear 
the Word of God, and we pray to him, 

F 5 Then 
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Then I muſt tell you that theſe Duties, 
like Simon's Money will periſh. with you, 
unleſs you reform your Lives. The Pray- 
ers of Atheiſts and wicked Livers, under 
the Light of the Goſpel, will be fo far 
from relieving them, that they will be ſo 
many Witneſſes, with their Conſciences, 


of the Aggravations of their Sins. Cut it 


down, why cumbexeth it the Ground [O how 
many cumber Grounds have we in our 
poor, ſinful Land; O would to God ue 
had no juſt Reaſon to fear this Evil, of our 
| 1 Aſſemblies. But God knows 

how it is with everyone of you. Where 
are your Fruits of Repentance? What are 

Proofs of your Faith in, and your Love to 
feſus Chriſt, and your Obedience to him? 
Don't deceive yourſelves; any Fruits will 


not anſwer the Ends of the Owner, or of 


the Dreſſer of the Vineyard. Wild-Grapes 
will not anſwer the End of your being ſet 
in the Lord's Vineyard; Grapes of Sodom 
will not ſecure the Tree from being cut 
down, but rather expoſe it to the Fire. 
The ſtrange Vine may ſtand in the Wilder- 
neſs, but it is not to be born with in the 
Garden of the Lord. A Time will come 


when God will ſay, cut it down. Now 


obſerve the Interceſſion o Jeſus Chriſt; 
and he anſwer'd and ſaid, unto him, Lord, 
| ” let 
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let it alone this Year alſo, till 1 ſhall dig a- 
bout it, to ſee if there is not ſome Worm 
at the Root, that hinders it's fruit- bearing; 
ſome Luſt ſpared, unmortified, whether 
it is the Love of the World, or the Love 
of Sin, that hinders their Fruitfulneſs ; 
Lord permit me to try it one Year more, 
1 will dung it; I will leave them under a 
Searching Miniſtry, they ſhall be water'd 
and pruned ; and if they bring forth Fruit 
well; but if not, after that, thou ſhalt cut 
it down, When an offended God, being 
angry at the trifling of ſome barren Pro- 
feſſers, might give the Charge, cut it down ; 
throw it into the Fire. Jeſus Chriſt pleads; 
Lord, let it alone one Year more; Lord, 

ſpare it out of Hell, keep it a little longer 
under the Means of Grace; give it a little 
longer Space of Repentance. Thus it is 
owing to the [nterceſſion of Chriſt, that 
you have one Year, one Sabbath, one Ser- 
mon, one Opportunity more to be im— 
proved for the Profit of your Souls; If Je- 
ſus Chriſt ceaſes to make Interceſſion for 
you, your Deſtruction is at Hand. When 
Abraham left off interceeding for Sodom, 
that very Night the Judgments of God 
overtook them. It is ſaid thay ſuffer'd the 
Vengeance of Eternal Fire; and if you 
provoke the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to * 

0 
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off making Interceſſion for you; then 
there is but a Step between you and ever- 
laſting Death. 
2. When Jeſus Chriſt was upon Earth, 
he made Interceſſion, that thoſe whom the 
Father had given to him, may be brought 


J for theſe alone, but for them alſo that ſhall 
believe in me through their Word, To this 
agrees, John x. 16. Other ſheep ] have, 
which are not of this Fold, them alſo I muſt 


of the Gentiles. to be, with the believing 
Tews, one Sheep Fold, under the great 
Shepherd Jeſus Chriſt ; but it is to be un- 


which the Father gave to him, before the 
Foundation of the World, and which he 
alſo purchaſed with his own Blood. 

3. Jeſus Chriſt made Interceſſion, that 
his Diſciples might be kept from the Evil 
of the World, 7obn xvii. 15. J Fray noi 
that thou ſhouldſt take them out of the orid, 
but that thou ſhouldeſt keep them from tbe 
Evil. Not that chou ſhould take them 
out of-the World; for there is ſomething 
for them to do, for the Honour of God, 
the Intereſt of Chriſt, and the Good of 


into the Fold, John xvii. 20. Neither pray 


bring, and they ſhall hear my Vice; and ſo 
hear, as to know it, and believe in Jeſus. 
Chriſt. This is firſt intended of his calling. 


derſtood, allo, of every one of the Sheep, 


Souls; 
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Souls; or there are ſome things further 
for them to ſuffer; or they have need of 


more Grace, and Holineſs, as Meetneſs 
for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 


© [ 
. 


before they are taken out of the World. 


But I pray, that thou ſhouldſt keep them 


from the Evil; either ſrom the Evil-one, }.. 


and his Temptations ; or from the Evit- 


thing, from Evil Cuſtoms and Examples,. 4 


or from Sinful Conformity to them. Fhis 
agrees with that needful Exhortation, gi- 
ven to the true Difciples of Chriſt; Rom. 
X11, 1, 2. J beſeech you therefore, Brethren, 
by the Mercies of God, that ye preſent your 


unto God, which is your reaſonable Service 


and be not conformed io this World, that is. 


in any thing that is evil; but be ye tranſ- 


formed, by the renewing of your Mind, that: 


ye may prove what is that goed; and accep- 
table, and perfect Will of God. 

4. Jeſus Chriſt made Interceſſion, upon 
Earth that thoſe who have believed, may 
be kept in an Eſtate of Grace, and in the 


lively Exerciſe of Faith, of Love and of 


the Fear of God, John xvil. 11. Holy Fa- 
ther, keep, through thine own Name, thoſe 
whom theu haſt given me; keep them cloſe 
to the pure Doctrines and Ordinances of 
the Göſpel; keep them in the Faith; keep 

ANT . them 


Bodies, a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable | | 
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them in the Love of God; in the lively 
. Exerciſe of their own Love; and make 


and keep them lively in Religion ; ſuffer 


them not to grow cold and remiſs in Duty; 


keep them cloſe to the Chriſtian Religion; 
ſuffer them not to apoſtatize from the 
Truths of the Goſpel, and Ordinances of 
Chriſt. 


Jeſus Chriſt made Interceſſion, upon: 
Earth, that all his Diſciples might be kept 


in the Exerciſe of ſincere Love, one to- 


wards another ;. that they might love as 


Brethren ; and as Chriſt loved them, John 


Xvil. 21. That they all may be one; in all the 
Subſtantials of Religion; and one in Heart 


and holy Aﬀections ; of one Heart and of 
one Soul, Acts iv. 32. Now, you that call 


yourſelves Diſciples o Chriſt, you hear 


what your Lord and Maſter made Inter- 


ce ſſion for; do you heartily pray for the 
Peace of Jeruſalem, for the prevailing of 


Chriſtian Love and Unity, and do you. 


pray that it may prevail in your own 
Hearts, towards ail the Diſciples of Chriſt; 
making Chriſtian Allowance for human 
Infirmities, and Weakneſſes, as he dots. 
Sirs, I don't come hither to judge you, to 
Day, but | call on you to judge yourlclves, 
If you endeavour to follow the Example 
of Chriſt, would there be ſuch frequent 
| | | Diviſions 
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Diviſions among his Diſciples? Would 
they ſo often fall out by the way? would 
they be ſo unwilling to have their Diviſions 
healed ? The God of Peace help you to- 
judge faithfully of this Matter. 
6. Jeſus Chriſt made Intefceſſion, when: 

he was on Earth, that his Diſciples might 

be all brought ro Glory, John xvii. 24. 
Father I will that thoſe alſo whom thou baſt 
given me, be with me where I am, that they. 
may behold my Glory. That they may be 

glorified with ine: that we may hold un- 
interupted Communion together. If theſe: 
things were the Matter of Chriſt's Inter- 

ceſſion, when he was upon Earth; we 
doubt not but he continues to do the ſame 
now he is in Heaven. 

Uſe 1. Come now, you that call your- 

ſelves Diſciples of Jeſus Chrift, behold 
your Faces in this Glaſs ; and ſee what: 
Manner of Men you are; what likeneſs you 
have to Chriſt. Jeſus Chriſt defires to have 
his Diſciples to dwell with him. Can you 
hold delightſul Communion with Saints? 
you want more Humility, more Love, 
and of a Chriſtian Spirit. I think it is 
high Time for ſome Diſciples of Chriſt to 
ſearch what Manner of Spirit they are of ? 
And whether their prefent Temper and 


Practice can poſſibly ſerve the Intereſt of 
* bn? „ 
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Uſe 2. Indeavour to clear up your In- 
tereſt in Jeſus Chriſt; that you may know 
whom you have believed; which was the 
Priviledge of the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. i. 12. 
And of many other Diſciples of Chriſt. And 


theſe; | 
1, That Jeſus Chriſt will never forget 
you, nor neglect your Cauſe. He will not 
deal with you, as Pharaoh's chief Butler 
did by Jeſepb, when he was exalted, that 


graven them upon his Hand. Unbelict 


God hath forgotten me; Ja. xlix. 14. 
But Sion ſaid, the Lord hath forſaken me, 
my. Lord hath forgo!ten me. But ſaith God, 
Can a Woman forget her ſucking Child, that 
foe ſhould not have Compaſſion on the Son of 
her Womb ? Yea, they may forget, yet will 
1 not forget thee. Behold, I have graven 


are continually before me.. | 


but with a weak Faith; he is now mak- 
ing Interceſſion for you in Hea ven: For, 


(I.) He 


then you may comſort yourſelves, in all 
Conditions of Life, with ſuch thoughts as 


is quite to forget him; Exalted Jeſus will 
not ſerve his Diſciples ſoz for he bears. 
them upon his Heart, and has en- 


may ſay, the Lord hath forſaken me, my 


thee upon the Palms of my Hands, thy Walls 


2. If you have believed in Chriſt, tho” 
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(1.) He makes Interceſſion for ſuch as 
come to God by him; Heb. vii. 25. Where- 
fore, he is able to ſave them tothe Ultermoſt, 
that come unto G1dq by him, ſeeing be ever 
lives to make Interceſſion for them. Theſe 
two Terms, believing and coming are the 
ſame, Believing in Chriſt is coming to 
Chriſt, John vi. 35. He that cometh io me 
ſhall never hunger, and he that believetb in 
me ſhall never thirſt. Some afflicted Souls 
came to jeſus Chriſt, in the Days of his 
Miniftry upon Earth, and they had their 
Deſire, though they came trembling; and 
ſo ſhall you. If thou art ſorry for thy Sins, 
and willing to part with them all ; Jeſus 
Chriſt is making Interceſſion for thee, Ja. 
tin. 12. He was numbred with the Tranſ- 
greſſors, and he bare the Sins of Many, and 


made Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors, 1 John | 


ii. 1. Tfany Man fin, unwillingly, we have 
an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Christ 
the Righteous. And Chriſt is as much an 
Advocate for weak Believers, as for them 
that are ſtrong, 

(2.) Jeſus Chriſt makes Interceſſion, in 
Heaven, for ſuch as have the Spirit of 


Grace, now, making Interceſſion in their ³ 


Hearts, Gal. iv, 6. Becauſe ye are Sons, 
God bath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your Hearts, crying Abba, Father, that is, 

| | carrying 
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carrying the Soul to God in Prayer, for 


06d Mercies, as Children to a Fa- 
ther, . | 55 
. Here is the Ground of thy Hope, that 
God will anſwer thy poor Prayers; be- 
cauſe Jeſus Chriſt is making Interceſſion 
for. thee, at the ſame time, in Heaven. 
(3.) If you can make* out your Faith 
in Chriſt, tho' it is but weak, you may 
be well aſſured, that he will perfect his 
Work upon your Souls, The Life that. 
Jeſus Chriſt now lives, in Heaven, as an 
Advocate, and Interceſſor, for his Peo- 
ple, ſecures their compleat Salvation, 
Rom. v. 10. For if when we were Enemies, 
we were reconciled to God, by the Death of 
Eis Son, much more, being now reconciled, 
we ſhall be ſaved by his Life. That is by 
the Life that Jefus Chriſt, now lives in. 
Heaven, for his People, as an Interceſſor, 
he will ſave them, ſo as to perſect his 
Work of Grace and Holineſs upon them; 
and put tem in Poſſeſſion of every good 
thing; all their poor Prayers ſhall be an- 
{wered, thro* his own Merits and Grace; 
-and every Promiſe of God fulfilled ;. and 


all Occaſions of Sorrow ſhall be removed; 


and all Tears ſhall be wiped from their 


Eyes; he will ſave them from the Reach 


of Satan's Temptations, and all his fiery 
FR Darts; 
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Darts; the Accuſer of the Brethren ſhall 
then be caſt out; and he will fave them 
from the very Being of Sin, and Corrup- 
tion, Rom. viii. 33, 34. Who ſhall lay any 
thing to the Charge of God's Eledt? It is God 
that 9 lo is be that condemneth ? 


It is Chriſt that died; yea rather that is ri- 
ſen again; who is even at the Right Hand 
of God, who alſo maketh Interceſſion for us. 

Uſe 3. If Jeſus Chriſt ever lives, in 
Heaven, to make Interceſſion for his 
People, what ſhould his Diſciples do, 
here upon Earth, for him? Is he always 
making Interceſſion for you, and have 
you little or nothing to ſay for him? Is 
he ſo careſul of your Cauſe; ſhould you 
not be very tender of his Name, and In- 
tereſt, Doctrines and Ordinances? 

Uſe 4. You have heard of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who and what he is; what he has done, 
and what he can do for Men; how wiſe 
and powerful; how full of Grace and 
Truth. Now what think you of Chriſt ? Will 
you live any longer without him? Will 
you not, from this Time, begin to ſeek 
his Favour ; for in his Favour is Life. If 
you win Chriſt, all in Heaven and Earth 
are yours; but if you come ſhort of him, 
you periſh ; Pal. Ixxiii. 27, Is not Jeſus 
Chriſt ſuch a one as became us? Heb. —X | 
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Buch a one as you needed: You need his 
Righteouſneſs to cover your Nakedneſs, 
and adorn your Souls. Youneed his Riches 


of Grace; you are miſerably poor without 
him. You need his Teaching, that you 


may do his Will. Tou need him as an 
Advocate and Interceſſor ſor you, to plead 


you cannot plead your own Cauſe ; you 

n'tanſwer for one of a Thouſand, of choſe 
— that may be juſtly laid in 2 

0 

Call now, if there be any that wil 
thee, and to which of the Saints wilt thou 
turn? Or look to for Help, There is but 
one God, and one Mediator = God and 


Men, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
Is not this glorious, gracious Lord, moſt 


_ worthy of your Love and higheſt Eſteem? ; 


Ik others ſee, no Form or Comelineſs in bim; 
nothing for which be ſhould be defired ; what 
do you think of him? To all true Believers 
be is precious; the chiefeſt of ten thouſand, and 
altogether lovely; is he ſo to you? Did you 
ever ſincerely ſeek an. Intereſt in Ch 11 2 
If not, it is high Time to begin, Hof. x. 
12. It is Time to ſeek the Lord. Did you 
ever receive **, as the Gift of the Father, 


may know; and his Strength that you 


your Cauſe, before the Throne of Glory; 


. And the Saints and Angels of Hea- 
ven cannot be Mediators for you, , Jo & 1. 
nſwer 
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and as his own Gift; if you did; you will 
be careful to walk in him, Col. ii. 6. 4s 
ye have received Chriſt Feſus the Lord, ſo 
walk ye in him; by his Rule, by the Di- 
rection of his Word, and according to his 
Example. Are you, now, willing to re- 
ceive Jeſus Chriſt as a Prince and a Sa- 
viour; as Lord and Chriſt? Are you, now, 
willing to give up yourſelves to him? But 
conſider what you have to do; ſit down 
and count be Coft: You mult be willing 
to caſt away all your Idols of Sin; you 
muſt take Jeſus Chriſt for a whole Saviour, 
and ſubmit to his Righteouſneſs, and give 
him all the Honour and Glory of his ſaving 
Work. Lou muſt renounce all other 
Lords, and take him only for your Lord 
and King, J/a. xxvi. 13. 

De 5. From this Text you have ſeen, 
that there are great Myſteries in our holy 
Religion; and this is at the Foundation of 
them all, God manifeſted in the Fleſh. 
Thoſe'that will 2 of nothing in Reli- 
gion, but what they can fathom or com- 
prehend with their Reaſon, muſt inevita- 
bly fall into many very great Abſurdities. 
According to their own Principles, they 
muſt not believe the Perfections of God; 
becauſe it is impoſſible for the greateſt and 
wiſeſt of Creatures to comprehend _ 
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It is impoſſi ble for a finite Creature to 
comprehend what infinite is. It will of 


Neceſſity follow, that the Men of this 


Judgment, muſt frame a God, in their 
own Thoughts like to themſelves. If 
Men will admit of Nothing into their 
Religion but what they can comprehend ; 
then they mult exclude the Doctrine of 
the Eternity of God ; becauſe it-is im- 
poſſible for a Creature to comprehend, 
What Eternity is, or how a Being could 

be ſaid to have no Beginning. We can 
think of Millions of Ages; but we are 


joſt in our Thoughts of that which never 


had any Beginning. k 
And if Men will admit of Nothing, in 
Religion, but what they can fathom, 
with their Reaſon, they muſt reject the 
Scripture Account of. the Creation of the 


World : for our Bible tells us, that God 


made all things out of Nothing. This is 
contrary to the received Maxims and Rules 
of Philoſophy; but no Matter for that; 
for what is impoſſible with Men, is poſſi- 
ble with God. The Hiſtory of the Crea- 
tion could come from none but God him- 
ſelf. It were impoſſible: for Adam him- 


ſelf to have given an Hiſtory of the Cre- 


ation; becauſe all things were created be- 
J 0! :517::3:3 to Tae 
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fore Man, therefore he knew not "whe. 


ther he was created out of Something or 
Nothing. 


Such as will admit of Nothing into Re- 


ligion, but what they can ſubject to their 


Reaſon, muſt deny the Exiſtence of ſepa- 
rate Spirits in the other World; for what 
Thoughts can the wiſeſt of Men frame in 
their Minds, how the Soul can exiſt and 
act without the Body. 

Moreover theſe Men of Reaſon, muſt 
deny, upon their own Principles, the 
Exiſtence of their own Souls, now in their 
Bodies; for tho? they acknowledge, that 
they have a rational Soul; yer how the 
Soul, which 1s an immaterial Spirit, 1s . 
united unto, and acts upon a Body, which 
is groſs Matter, is utterly unknown to the 
wiſeſt of Men. Theſe things are true, toge- 
ther with agreatmany Myſteries in Nature, 
and being fact, Men / don't uſe to callthem 
abſurd and impoſſible; though they can- 
not ſubject them to their Reaſon. Then 
let us come modeſtly to learn, at the re- 
vealed Will of God, what weaze to believe, 
as well as what we are to do, in Order to 
Salvation, And what Doctrines of the 
Holy Scriptures we cannot ſubject to our 
Reaſon, let ue ſubſect du Falch to thoſe 
Doctrines. aha 1 Tefjn FR rather 


than 
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than to nouriſh our Pride, which is truly 
=a Badge of our Shame, and not our Glory. 
The Religion of Jeſus has no Inconſiſtency 
in it, when it informs us, that Men mu 
be blind, that they may ſee ; they muſt 

become Fook, that they may be wile; 
they muſt die that they may live ; they 
muſt be emptied, that they may be filled: 
They muſt be loſt, in their own Apprehen- 
ſion, that they may be found; they muſt 
be poor, and needy that they may become 
rich; they muſt be ſick and wounded 
that they may be made whole and ſound ; 


and they muſt have nothing, that they 
may poſſeſs Maag 


Bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt, che 
Purchaſer and Giver of all our Mercies. 


